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VISA 

Signature 


With your everyday purchases, you can help support The American Legion. Get 

The American Legion USAA Rewards™ Visa Signature® credit card and take advantage of: 


^ 0% introductory APR for 12 months on balance transfers and convenience checks posted in the first 
three months after account opening (11.15% to 26.15%variable APR after 12 months on these balances). 1 

^ No annual fee. No penalty APR. No foreign transaction fees. 

^ 2,500 bonus points after your first purchase, and earn 1 point for every $1 in credit card purchases. 2 
Redeem points for 1% cash back, or use them for gift cards, merchandise or travel. Plus, now you can 

extend your support by donating your rewards points to The American Legion. 


is APPLY TODAY. 

usaa.com/legionvisa or 877-699-2654 


USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. USAA products are available only in those jurisdictions where USAA is authorized to sell them. 
1 0ffer subject to approval. APRs will vary with the market based on the Prime Rate. There is a balance transfer fee of 3% of the amount of each balance transfer and each convenience check 
(maximum $200 per transfer/check). If you transfer a balance or write a convenience check with this offer, all purchases will be charged interest until you pay the entire balance in full, including 
any transferred/convenience check balances. After that, you will have a grace period on purchases when you pay your entire statement balance each month by the payment due date. If you 
apply for a USAA Visa Signature Card account and are approved for a credit limit less than $5,000 you will automatically be considered for a Platinum Visa with the same terms and fees. 2 You 
will earn Reward Points based on your Qualifying Purchases. Certain restrictions apply, including limitations if your Account becomes delinquent or closed. See your USAA Rewards™ Program 
Terms and Conditions, which will be provided with your card, for more information. Purchase of a product other than USAA auto or property insurance, or purchase of an insurance policy 
offered through the USAA Insurance Agency, does not establish eligibility for, or membership in, USAA property and casualty insurance companies. The American Legion receives financial 
support from USAA for this sponsorship. 

This credit card program is issued by USAA Savings Bank, Member FDIC. © 2016 USAA. 231791-0716 
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ON THE COVER 

Samuel Johnson Woolf captures 
the horror and heartbreak of the 
Western Front in his 1918 painting 
"A Trench Ambulance on the Firing 
Line" Woolf was a journalist 
graphic designer and illustrator who 
was embedded with American 
forces during World War I. 


First Over There 

At Cantigny, American soldiers made their debut 
on the world stage, winning the Army's first 
modern military battle. By Matthew 1 Davenport 

Humble Hero 

At Sgt. Alvin C. York State Historic Park, visitors 
are invited to hear the life story of the Great War's 
most celebrated soldier. ByMattGriiis 

‘America Needs to Know 1 

The last Pershing wants a World War I memorial 
in Washington, D.C., that emphasizes the nation's 
shared sacrifice. ByMattGriiis 



The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general- 
interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion 
for its 2.2 million members. These wartime veterans, working 
through 14,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God 
and Country and traditional American values; strong national 
security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their 
widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome 
development of our nation's youth. 



NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA 


YOU ARE 
NOT ALONE 
IN THIS FIGHT. 

TURN TO A 
FELLOW VETERAN 


uS| 


As former Marines and sailors, we served 
together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my 
firm and I will fight for you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide for 
more than two decades. We've helped veterans 
understand their rights—and secured millions 
for their families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience and commitment of 
a shipmate who served with you. Contact 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 
no-obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 

Attorney at Law 


$30 Billion 

FROM U.S. COMPENSATION 
TRUST FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
VETERANS WHO QUALIFY 


Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 

TO DETERMINE YOUR ELIGIBILITY. 

75 Arlington Street, Suite 500 • Boston, MA 02116 • Web: www.coadylaw.com 
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"Men s Liberty is terrific. I can keep 
doing what I want to do, without 
having to worry about running to the 
bathroom or changing my clothes. 

It is a Godsend. ” - John in Michigan 




MENS 

LIBERTY 


The freedom to Live 


Millions of men spend 
thousands of dollars each 
year on diapers, which are 
not covered by Medicare. 
These men are paying 
as much as $300 out of 
pocket each month... Men’s 
Liberty is covered by 
Medicare, most state 
Medicaids, VA/Tricare and 
most private insurance plans. 


Ask if you qualify to 
receive Men’s Liberty. We 
handle all claims and billing 
to Medicare and your 
Insurance provider. 


What Adult 
Diaper Companies 
Don’t Want Men 
To Know... 

U Health risks and high 
out-of-pocket costs... 
men are unaware of 
Liberty’s healthier 
alternative! * * 


The Diaper Dilemma 

Urinary incontinence affects more 
than 4 million men in the United 
States of all ages. Diapers trap 
moisture, causing UTIs, discomfort 
and injury rates up to 38%. 

Men’s Liberty Alternative 

There has not been a confirmed 
UTI or serious skin injury caused 
by Men's Liberty, after more than 
3.5 million sold. This is a non- 
invasive, external product that 
allows men to improve their 
lifestyle at work and quality of 
time with family. 

CALL TODAY AND RECEIVE 
A FREE WEEK'S SUPPLY 
WITH YOUR ORDER! 

1-800-814-3259 

PROMO CODE: 
AML0417 

Hablamos Esparto! 

MENS 

LIBERTY" 



www.GetMensLiberty.com 
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for membership in The American Legion. Members must 
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eligibility Aug 2,1990 - current 
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'A Heart for The American Legion' 

Thank you so very much for the heartwarming and inspirational story by Jeff 
Stoffer about Jeremy and Kristy Ehart (February). I was deeply moved by their 
love for one another and by the love they have received since Jeremy's accident 
in 2004. The story is well written. The American Legion Magazine means a lot to 
me. I try to read every issue and am very proud to be a Legionnaire. 

-John M. Gustin, Eagan, Minn. 


I have been a member of The 
American Legion for 16 years, 
but I didn’t really become active 
until I joined the St. Lawrence 
Valley Chapter of the American 
Legion Riders (Post 925). I have 
found the Riders to be relevant 
for veterans of all ages, and to 
be a way to actively give back to 
our local communities. They 
represent a strong way for the 
community to see just what 
Legionnaires do for it, and for 
getting new and younger 
members to become more 
active. The article about Jeremy 
Ehart and his wife drives these 
points home. 

- Thomas Morrison, Potsdam, N.Y. 

Sticker Shock' 

In response to Ken Olsen’s 
article (February), I support the 
annual limit of $22,000 for 
VA-funded helicopter flight 
training. I believe research 
would show that few of the 
students who complete the 
training actually go on to a 


career as a pilot. I base this 
opinion on my years as an 
instructor. 

Many of these flight schools 
“milk” students by giving them 
excessive dual instruction and 
continue to train people who 
should just walk away. I had a 
student referred to me who had 
more than 160 hours in her 
logbook and still no private 
pilot’s license. I flew with her 
one hour, signed her off for a 
check ride, and she had her 
license the same day. 

The millions of dollars we 
spend on rotary wing training 
is probably wasted. I would like 
to see some data on the number 
of commercial helicopter jobs 
available. 

Also, not many employers 
would hire a newly licensed 
commercial pilot. They would 
have to fly as an instructor or 
give their time away for a few 
years to build enough to be 
competitive in the job market. 

- Paul Bernard, Mountain Home, Ark. 
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VET VOICE 


Remember the Rosies 7 

I was moved by Audrey 
Hingley’s article on the working 
women of World War II 
(February). It brought back 
childhood memories of my 
mother and father. They married 
in October 1942, and my father 
was drafted into the Army a 
month later. My mother, along 
with two aunts and her mother- 
in-law, worked at a factory in 
Dubuque, Iowa, making batteries 
for flashlights, walkie-talkies 
and portable radios. They’d write 
little notes of encouragement to 
the soldiers and put them in the 
boxes of batteries to let them 
know how much they supported 
and loved them. How delightful, 
and what a burst of morale they 
must have felt to read one of 
these notes from home. 

To the unsung heroes, the 
Rosies. You’ll never be forgotten. 

- Donald McCoy, Dubuque, Iowa 

I loved this article. It was fun 
to see pictures of the original 
Rosies. It gave me new insight 
about the many women who 
“served well, with dignity.” 

Last year, my granddaughter 
asked me to help her make a 
Rosie the Riveter costume for 
Halloween. I asked how she 
knew about Rosie and she said, 
“From you ... remember the 
poster and how it said ‘We Can 
Do It!”’ Little did I know that 
really had been a teachable 
moment. We found a denim 
blouse with sleeves that rolled 
up at a local thrift store. I altered 
it to fit and sewed her a red 
polka-dot bandana. Mission 
accomplished. 

That touched my heart and 


reminded me how important it 
is to teach our children and 
grandchildren about the men 
and women who did their part to 
serve our country. While trick- 
or-treating, my granddaughter 
met a veteran whose sister was a 
Rosie in World War II. When he 
answered her knock at his door, 
he knew right away who she had 
dressed up to be. It reminded 
him of his sister and brought 
tears to his eyes to think that a 
9-year-old would even know 
about Rosie these days. He told 
her, “Those ladies worked so 
hard and helped us win the 
war!” 

- Sonja Hal deman, Surprise, Ariz. 

When the Japanese attacked 
our naval forces in Hawaii on 
Dec. 7, 1941, there was no 
hesitation. Men quit their jobs 
and stood in line to join the 
military. These wonderful 
American women took over on 
the homefront - not only making 
planes and guns, but working as 
mail carriers, cab drivers and in 
every other industry. 

Even us children got involved. 

I was 10 in 1941, and I remember 
pulling my wagon around the 
neighborhood collecting metal to 
take home. A man would come 
around with his horse-drawn 
wagon once a week to collect all 
the scrap. 

I wonder if we will ever see 
that patriotism again. 

- RayZierhut, Austin, Ind. 

A question of mandate 

Rep. Ruben Gallego refers to 
the popular vote as having some 
meaning (Big Issues, February). 
Only the U.S. Constitution does. 


If the popular vote ever replaced 
the Constitution, a few large 
cities or just California would be 
the only parts of our country 
that counted. Arizona votes 
would be meaningless. Gallego 
also referred to polls that, in his 
mind, prove that President 
Trump and the ideas he ran on 
aren’t popular. How did those 
same polls work out for his party 
in 2016? 

-Jim O'Donnell, Pueblo, Colo. 

Rep. Ruben Gallego cites a Pew 
Research Center poll noting that 
a majority of Americans support 
legalization for illegal aliens 
rather than mass deportations. 
This poll, like many others, is 
misleading because it offers 
respondents only these two 
options in how to deal with 
illegal immigration. When 
offered a third option - strict 
enforcement in the workplace 
that includes mandatory 
employment verification for all 
employers - polling results 
change dramatically. 

There is absolutely no excuse 
for the federal government 
allowing 8 million illegal aliens 
to keep their non-agricultural 
jobs - most of them in the 
construction, manufacturing and 
service industries - while it 
reported in December that a 
record 95 million working-age 
Americans remained out of the 
workforce. 

The majority of these jobs, 
incidentally, already are done by 
citizens, says the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, so the argument 
that they are jobs Americans 
“won’t do” is baseless. 

- Dave Gorak, La Valle, Wis. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 

The American Legion Magazine , P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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Navy Values” Clock 


Army “For Home and 
Country” Clock 




cpljames 


Neither the Department of the Navy nor — " Mr 

any other component of the Department of - 

Defense has approved, endorsed or authorized this product 

By federal law, licensing fees paid to the 

U.S. Army for the use of its trademarks provide support 

for the Army Trademark Licensing Program, and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
programs. U.S. Army name, trademarks and logos are protected under federal law and used under license by The Bradford Exchange. 


™Officially Licensed Product of the 
United States Marine Corps. 

©2017 BGE Ol-22667-OOl-BIMPO 
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TIME FOR A SALUTE! 

Now you can display your pride in the timely action of a special service 
member with an outstanding Personalized Thermometer Clock, exclusively 
from The Bradford Exchange. Standing tall at 9 Vi inches high, this distinctive 
wooden desk clock features a quartz-accurate analog timepiece and matching 
indoor temperature thermometer. Rising powerfully above the instrument 
set is a hand-sculpted, three-dimensional symbol representing the branch of 
service, boldly finished in shining silver and gold tones flanked by Old Glory 
and the official service flag of their branch. The golden banner on the base 
can be personalized free with name and rank of your own hero or with your 
family name, (up to 20 characters.) 

Act now to get yours in four installments of only $32.49 each, for a total 
of $129.95*. Our 365-Day Guarantee assures your complete satisfaction. 
To order, send no money now. Just complete and return the Reservation 
Application indicating USMC, Navy or Army version and don’t forget to 
include the name for personalization! 


Easy to order! Easy to see more! www.bradfordexchange.com/deskclock 


RESERVATION APPLICATION 
SEND NO MONEY NOW 


BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

— HOME DECOR- 


9345 Milwaukee 
Avenue • Niles, IL 
60714-1393 


YES. Please reserve the Personalized Thermometer Clock of 
my choice for me as described in this announcement. Print the 
name to be personalized below (limit 20 characters): 


NAVY □01-25905-001 ARMY □ 01-25904-001 

Mrs. Mr. Ms. 

USMC □ 01-22667-001 

Name (Please Print Clearly) 


Address 


Citv State 

Zip 

Email (optional) 

SBRBnHr 


Plus $17.99 shipping and service. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for 
shipment S_a[e_s_sub ; ject to product availabijity_and_order acceptance. 
















COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


A generation worth celebrating 


They called it the Great War. It was the bloodiest conflict the world 
had ever seen - no small feat - and by April 1917 millions were dead or 
wounded, and much of Europe was in ruins. 

For more than two years the United States had sought to stay neutral, 
but Germany’s repeated aggressions demanded action. Americans 
understood that if the world was to be made “safe for democracy,” as 
President Woodrow Wilson declared, they must fight. 

More than 4,700,000 people were mobilized, half of whom served 
overseas. That was a huge commitment for the United States, whose 
military was decades away from the height of its power. But when the 
guns at last fell silent, the world could not deny America’s doggedness in 
battle and willingness to share in the sacrifice for freedom. Across 
France and Belgium, thousands of gravestones testify to that sacrifice. 

The “war to end all wars” was, of course, no such thing, and its 
horrors were soon eclipsed by an even bloodier, costlier conflict. World 
War II is fresher in our collective memory, partly because we still have 
nearly 1 million of its participants among us. But the first world war 
deserves far more attention than it receives in our classrooms and 
national remembrances. Its centenary is an opportunity to elevate its 
story in the context of our American journey and a challenge to do 
better by those who died fighting for the freedom of others, thousands of 
whom are honored namesakes of American Legion posts worldwide. 

The U.S. World War One Centennial Commission is raising awareness 
through social media and other channels about the personalities, places 
and effects of the Great War. Working with the Library of Congress, the 
National Archives and others, it has built an incredible online resource 
center for educators, ready for use. 

The commission, by resolution, has The American Legion’s support. 
Among its key initiatives is the creation of a long-awaited National 
World War I Memorial at Pershing Park in Washington, D.C. Plans call 
for starting construction this winter, and a dedication on Nov. 11, 1918. 

There’s also 100 Cities/100 Memorials, a project of the commission 
and the Pritzker Military Museum & Library to encourage restoration 
and maintenance of World War I monuments nationwide. Matching 
grants of up to $2,000 are available, an opportunity for American Legion 
posts that want to repair and maintain local memorials. Several have 
submitted grant applications ahead of the June 15 deadline. 

Those of us who serve or have served in the military owe a debt to our 
Great War predecessors. They broke the dawn of air and undersea 
combat. They pioneered military technology that we take for granted 
today. More, they recognized that the struggle to stay free isn’t just an 
American one, but a human one. 

The men and women who went to war 100 years ago founded The 
American Legion before they even left Europe, to preserve the bonds of 
service and to support their fellow veterans and their communities. In 
uniform and out, we benefit from the World War I legacy every single 
day. It is a generation worth celebrating, now and forever. 



National Commander 
Charles E. Schmidt 


MEMORANDA 

CENTENNIAL KICKOFF 

A national ceremony marking the 
centennial of U.S. entry into World 
War I will be held April 6 at the 
National World War I Museum and 
Memorial in Kansas City, Mo. The 
event will include readings, 
flyovers, music and more. 

© www.ww1cc.org/1874 



WWI 

100 


YEARS 


GREAT WAR CENTENNIAL FLAGS 

Honor the generation whose 
values forged The American 
Legion by flying a U.S. World War 
One Centennial Commission flag. 

A portion of the proceeds 
supports construction of the 
National World War I Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. At $49.95 plus 
shipping, they are suitable for 
posts, public buildings, town halls, 
police and fire stations, offices and 
residences. To purchase a 
centennial flag, go online to www. 
shop.worldwar1centennial.org 
or call (804) 784-7300. 


8 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | APRIL 2017 






CAPTAIN 
1969 * 1972 


YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO WEAR YOUR SPECIAL SERVICE WATCH 


ADDITIONAL DIALS AVAILABLE 
Call 1 -800-255-3048 or visit online at www.vetcom.com 




★ ★★★★ TO HONOR YOUR SERVICE TO COONTRY ★★★★★ 


"NIGHT PATROL" TACTICAL BLACK WATCH 

PERSONALIZED WITH YOUR INITIALS, CAREER RANK & YEARS OF SERVICE 


You have earned the right to wear this exclusive watch 
which is customized to honor Your Service to Country as a 
proud Veteran. It is being issued directly to Veterans and 
their families and will not be sold in stores! 


THE DIAL: 


SOLID BRASS WITH BLACK ENAMEL AND 
24 HOUR TIME TRACK. 


• YOUR CHOICE OF ARMY, NAVY, 

AIR FORCE, COAST GUARD SERVICE 
EMBLEMS, OR IWO JIMA WAR 
MEMORIAL. 


[4? | THE CASE AND BAND: 

► 45MM GUN METAL BLACK-PLATED ALLOY 
WITH PEBBLED BEZEL & STAINLESS 
STEEL CASE BACK 

► RUGGED PU RUBBER BAND FOR 
COMFORT AND DURABILITY 

► WATER RESISTANT TO 3ATM (100 FT) 

* SCRATCH-RESISTANT, OPTICALLY 
CLEAR, HARD MINERAL CRYSTAL 


[ W Q I THE WORKS: 

FINE QUARTZ MOVEMENT - ACCURATE 
WITHIN SECONDS PER MONTH 

HACK FEATURE FOR SYNCHRONIZATION 
LIGHT ACTIVATED LUMINOUS HANDS 


PERSONALIZATION: 


• ASSEMBLED AND CUSTOMIZED IN 
AMERICA BY SELCO OF OKLAHOMA 

• CASE BACK ENGRAVED 
WITH YOUR INITIALS, RANK 
AND YEARS OF SERVICE | 

• "PROUD TO BE A VETERAN" 

EMBLEM ON TIN GIFT BOX 

THE COST AND GUARANTEE: 

• THANK YOU PRICED AT $79.95* 

• 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR 
RETURN WITHIN 30 DAYS FOR REFUND 
OR REPLACEMENT 

A PERFECT GIFT TO HONOR LOVED ONES 


COAST 


GUARD 


IWO JIMA MEMORIAL 


NAVY 


AIR 


FORCE 


FREE FLAG PIN 
WITH EACH ORDER! 



FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 

Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit Card ready when ordering. 


1-800-255-3048 


or, mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Watch Order Center 
Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ YES. I wish to order a U.S. Military "Night Patrol" Tactical Black 
Watch, personalized with my initials, rank and years of service. 


CREDIT CARD: DVISA □ MASTERCARD DAMEX □ DISCOVER 

CC#:_ Exp._/_ 

CSC#_ Signature:_ 


DIAL CHOICE: □ Army □ Navy □ Airforce □ Coast Guard 


SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes.) Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 


ENGRAVING: 

(Print clearly) 


uP IWO Jima Memorial (Call for other dial options) 

INITIALS (3): _ _ 

RANK: _ 


YEARS SERVED: _to_ 

I WISH TO PAY AS FOLLOWS: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for $79.95* per watch 
payable to "Veterans Commemoratives" as payment in full, OR 

□ Charge my credit card $79.95* per watch as payment in full. 

* Plus $14.95 per watch for shipping & handling. PA res. add 6% ($5.70) sales tax. 


Name: 

INCLUDES HANDSOME 

TIN GIFT BOX WITH A Address:_ 

‘PROUD TO BE A VETERAN” 

EMBLEM! City:_State:_Zip: 



Phone # (_) 

Email:_ 


(In case we have questions about your order.) 

By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army for the use of its trademarks provide support for the 
Army® Trademark Licensing Program, and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation programs. U.S. Army name, trademark and logos are protected under federal law and used 
under license by Veterans Commemoratives. 


VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES " ONLINE AT WWW.VETEDM.EDM 
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I AM 


LAVKA 


Life after the Marine Corps was not going to be 
easy for Teri Hlavka. "There was the camaraderie, 
the friendship, seeing all the Marines at work and 
after work, and then you get out, and it's a halt," 
she says. "That's where the Legion comes in. They 
do a lot for you." 

In 2012, the former Harrier jet electrician 
suddenly became a single mother of two young 
children, four years after discharge. She worked 
three jobs - one full-time, two part-time - while 
raising the kids and using her Gl Bill benefits to 
finish her nursing degree. At one point, as life was 
happening fast, she suffered an infection that 
nearly killed her. 

Such was the cyclone of circumstances that led 
Hlavka to fall in love with The American Legion. 

The Chanhassen, Minn., Post 580 Legion Family 
welcomed her "with open arms," she says. They 
helped her get settled, stood by her through a 
scary emergency surgery, and applauded her 
when she was hired as a nurse at the Minneapolis 
VA Health Care System. "They gave me hugs when 
I needed hugs," she says. 

So impressed by her American Legion family, 
she immersed herself in it. In 2013, she was named 
adjutant of the 450-member post, where she also 
serves as Children & Youth chairman and 
frequently spends lunch hours at area high 
schools sharing information about American 
Legion youth programs and scholarships. She 
builds her own information packets - assembling 
post, department and national scholarship 
materials - and distributes them to students. 

Dan Tengwall, Carver County's American 
Legion-accredited service officer, says "when 
I get somebody like Teri who comes in not 
just to get help to get the benefits she has 
earned, but also wants to help other 
people ... that's a really motivating thing." 

- JeffStoffer 


(2003-2008) 


Sergeant 

Post 580, Chanhassen, Minn. 


I am blessed hei 
day. Everyone is reall 
and I hope all Legions starl 
that wav. They are not just cenM 
on themselves... they are centered 
around the familv.' 


Marine Corps 


Avionics technician 


See an extended interview and video 
with Teri Hlavka online: 

© www.legion.org/magazine 


Post adjutant (2013-present) 

Post Children & Youth chairman 
(2013-present) 

Post public relations 
representative (2016-present) 


See an archive of past interviews: 
© www.legion.org/iamlegion 










"To you, it's the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it's the best sleep chair I've ever had." 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 



We've all had nights when we just can't lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it's from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches - it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we'd give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 
off to dreamland. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It's a chair, true - the finest of lift chairs - but this 
chair is so much more! It's designed to provide total 
comfort and relaxation not found in other chairs. It 
can't be beat for comfortable, long-term sitting, TV 
viewing, relaxed reclining and - yes! - peaceful sleep. 

Our chair's recline technology 
allows you to pause the chair in 
an infinite number of positions, 
including the Trendelenburg 
position and the zero gravity 
position where your body 
experiences a minimum of 
internal and external stresses. 
You'll love the other benefits, 
too: It helps with correct spinal 
alignment, promotes back 
pressure relief, and encourages 
This lift cfiair puts you better posture to prevent 

safely on your feet! back and muscle pain. 



And there's more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings can provide a soothing 
relaxation you might get at a spa - just imagine getting 
all that in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in 
case of a power outage. Shipping charge includes white 
glove delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! Includes one year service warranty 
and your choice of fabrics and colors - Call now! 

The Perfect Sleep Chair® 

Call now toll free for our lowest price. 

Please mention code 105477 when ordering. 

1 - 888 - 623-2047 


Long Lasting DuraLux Leather 


Tan Chocolate Burgundy Black Blue 



DuraLux II Microfiber 

Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate Indigo 



©2017 firstSJREEJ for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 
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BIG ISSUES 


Return of the Mexico City Policy 



SUPPORT 

Rep. Vicky Hartzler, R-Mo. 

■ Hartzler serves on the House 
Armed Services Committee. 



OPPOSE 

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, 
D-N.H. 

■ Shaheen serves on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. 


Four days into the job, President Trump 
reinstated a critical national policy respecting 
human life. The Mexico City Policy restores a 1984 
Reagan administration initiative governing federal 
tax dollars distributed overseas. Simply put, 
foreign nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) 
wishing to receive U.S. 
foreign aid must certify that 
they will not perform or 
promote abortion as a 
method of family planning. 

This comes from the widely 
accepted understanding that 
U.S. taxpayers should not be responsible for 
financing or aiding the abortion industry around 
the globe. 

This policy reinforces the views held by a 
majority of Americans. A January 2017 Marist poll 
found that 83 percent of Americans are strongly 
opposed to subsidizing abortions internationally. 
This same poll found that more than half the 
country rejects the notion that it is OK for taxpayer 
dollars to subsidize abortion providers in the 
United States. 

There are important distinctions to note when 
deciphering the Mexico City Policy. Eliminating 
federal funding for foreign programs does not 
reduce the overall amount of resources available. 
This policy does not add or subtract a single dollar 
from foreign aid. Instead, eligible organizations 
must affirm that abortion is not part of their 
business practice. NGOs are familiar with the 
Mexico City Policy, and the majority of them have 
complied with it for nearly 17 years. 

The Mexico City Policy is good federal policy 
that, above all, respects human life. I applaud the 
president and encourage the administration to 
continue prioritizing protections for our most 
vulnerable: the unborn and their mothers. 


President Trump has reinstated and expanded 
the global gag rule, a policy that limits what 
information foreign health-care providers who 
accept U.S. foreign aid can give patients. But 
what this policy fails to take into account is that 
improving women’s health, 
including reproductive 
health, is fundamental to 
stable governments in 
developing nations and leads 
to a lower risk of violence 
and international conflict. 

The harmful effects this 
policy could have abroad run 
counter to America’s best interests. 

This global gag rule is far more expansive than 
anything we have seen under previous Republican 
administrations. Reinstated under the guise of 
reducing abortion, in practice it restricts access to 
contraceptives and family planning services. In 
fact, it is written in such an overly broad manner 
that it would negatively affect all global health 
programs, including those that help reduce 
unintended pregnancies, end transmission of HIV/ 
AIDS, and prevent the spread of mosquito-borne 
viruses like malaria and Zika. 

Our modern global health programs are one of 
the underpinnings of successful U.S. foreign policy. 
Limiting the spread of deadly viruses, and keeping 
families healthy through accessible preventive 
health care, helps stabilize some of the most 
conflicted regions in the world. Stable governments 
with prosperous economies are less likely to go to 
war, less likely to serve as breeding grounds for 
radical extremism, and therefore less likely to 
require U.S. intervention. 

The gag rule is an ill-considered regulation that 
hurts women and families, negatively affects 
economies and ultimately harms our national 
security. 


THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

The Mexico City Policy, called the global 
gag rule by its critics, requires foreign 
nongovernmental organizations to certify 
they will not perform or promote abortion 
as a means of family planning if they want 
to receive U.S. global health assistance. 


CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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WHAT ASBESTOS DID TO YOUR HUSBAND 

IS UNFORGIVABLE 

LETTING THOSE RESPONSIBLE GET AWAY WITH IT 

IS INEXCUSABLE 

- ERIN BROCKOVICH 


To be the wife of a working man whose life was destroyed by asbestos is an 
unspeakable tragedy. To be the victim of inexcusable, even willful, corporate 
negligence compounds this tragedy... and cries out for justice. There’s no excuse 
for letting the responsible parties get away with it. 

Please know that you are not alone. Weitz & Luxenberg has won billions in 
verdicts and settlements for asbestos victims, their wives and their families. 
And we did it without charging them a penny until they won. 

Thousands of wives and widows of asbestos victims knew where to go for real 
help and real justice. And now, so do you. 



Don’t let your husband’s suffering turn you into a lifetime victim. 

Call Weitz & Luxenberg today, and find out how we can help you too. 


WEITZ & LUXENBERG ,, 



1-888-411-LAWS (5297) 

700 Broadway New York, NY 10003 www.weitzlux.com 

BRANCH OFFICES IN CALIFORNIA, MICHIGAN & NEW JERSEY 


Best Lawyers 

LAW FIRM 
OF THE YEAR 


LLSNews 




ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. PRIOR RESULTS DO NOT GUARANTEE A FUTURE OUTCOME. ERIN BROCKOVICH IS A PAID, NON-ATTORNEY SPOKESPERSON. 


LIVING WELL 


Healthier cells, 
healthier you 

Researchers who monitored 
nearly 1,500 women between ages 
64 to 95 conclude that those who 
sit most of the day and get little 
exercise have cells that are 
"biologically older by eight years 
than the women's actual age," 
WebMD reports, citing a study by 
researchers at the University of 
California San Diego's School of 
Medicine. 

"Our study found cells age faster 
with a sedentary lifestyle," says 
Aladdin Shadyab, the study's lead 
author. "Chronological age doesn't 
always match biological age." 

In technical terms, researchers 
found that women who sat for 
more than 10 hours a day and got 
less than 40 minutes of moderate- 
to-vigorous physical activity daily 
had shorter telomeres. These are 
caps on the end of DNA strands 
that protect chromosomes from 
deterioration. 

Although all telomeres naturally 
shorten with age, lifestyle factors 
- including smoking and being 
overweight - can accelerate the 
process. Shortened telomeres are 
linked with heart disease, diabetes 
and cancer, WebMD adds. 



Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. 

It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 
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I SCREEN, 
YOU SCREEN. 
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When it comes to fighting cancer, 
nothing beats early detection. 


BY JUDITH HURLEY 


T he latest statistics on cancer 
are out, and the news is mostly 
good. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
the U.S. death rate from cancer has 
dropped 25 percent since 1991. 

That translates to 2.1 million fewer 
cancer deaths a year. The decrease 
can be attributed to early detection 
efforts (such as colon cancer 
screenings and mammograms) 
and a drop in smoking rates. 

Yet cancer remains the second- 
leading cause of death among 
Americans, so if you haven’t 
thought about undergoing 
recommended cancer screenings, 
you should. In the United States, 

41 out of every 100 men and 38 out 
of every 100 women will develop 
cancer in their lifetimes, and the 
risk for cancer increases with age. 
The top three cancers in men are 
prostate, lung and colorectal. In 
women, they are breast, lung and 
colorectal. 

Accurate early-detection exams 
aren’t available for all cancers, but 
they are for several of the biggies: 


colorectal, cervical, breast and 
lung. Nationally, however, 
screening rates lag behind their 
targets. In 2013, for example, only 
58 percent of adults ages 50 to 75 
were up to date on colorectal 
cancer screenings. The rates for 
cervical and breast cancer 
screenings were somewhat better 

- 81 and 73 percent, respectively 

- but still not optimal. 

While many cancer screening 
trends are positive, blacks, Latinos 
and low-income Americans are 
less likely to be screened. Not 
surprisingly, they are also more 
likely to have cancer diagnosed at 
a later, less treatable stage and to 
die of it. Fear of the procedure, 
busy schedules, lack of health 
insurance and a high co-pay for 
expensive procedures such as 
colonoscopies are all barriers to 
screening. 


TYPES OF SCREENINGS 

Depending on your age and risk 
factors, the guidelines for cancer 

See SCREENINGS on page 16 
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SPECIAL OFFER FOR VETERANS! 



A Safe Step Walk-In Tub will offer independence to those seeking a safe and easy way to bathe 
right in the convenience and comfort of their own home. Constructed and built right here in America 
for safety and durability from the ground up, and with more standard features than any other tub. 


✓ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to target sore muscles and joints 

y New! MicroSoothe Air Therapy System - which oxygenates, softens and exfoliates skin while 
offering life-changing therapeutic benefits 

/ A NEW heated seat providing warmth from 
beginning to end 

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub 



. 

WALK-IN TUB OCX 
www.BuySafeStep.com 


✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price 


You’ll agree - there just isn’t a better walk-in tub on the market. So take your first step towards 

feeling great and stay in the home you love. Give us a call today! .. 

Call today and receive 


For your FREE information kit and DVD, 
and our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free 

“ 300 - 892-9437 

www.BuySafeStep.com 



CSLB 983603 
FI3000002885 


exclusive savings of 

$1500 OFF 

for a limited time only 

Call Toll-Free 1-800-892-9437 



















LIVING WELL 
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Media Bakery^ 

What the tongue says 

Your tongue can reveal a lot about what's 
going on in your mouth - and in the rest of 
your body, too. 

"Pay attention to these signs to save your life 
and your teeth," says Susan Maples, a dentist in 
Holt, Mich., and author of "Blabber Mouth! 77 
Secrets Only Your Mouth Can Tell You to Live a 
Healthier, Happier, Sexier Life." 

Here are a few common tongue problems 
and what they tell you about your health: 

■ Sores Sores that do not heal may signal oral 
cancer. You are at risk if you are a longtime 
tobacco user (smoking or chewing). Chronic 
alcohol consumption may exacerbate the risk. If 
the sore does not disappear within two weeks, 
see a dentist for a biopsy, Maples says. 

■ Possible stroke If your tongue moves out to 
one side, this is a sign of a stroke. If you think 
someone is having a stroke, ask the person to 
stick out his or her tongue, Maples suggests. 

■ Scalloped tongue A tongue that looks like 
an edged pie crust is a sign of obstructive sleep 
apnea, which can lead to a heart attack, heart 
disease, diabetes, cognitive decline from lack of 
sleep and erectile dysfunction. 

■ Grooves and fissures Often associated with 
dry mouth, this is a potential sign of diabetes or 
other autoimmune deficiencies. It usually 
results from medications and puts you at high 
risk of tooth decay. 

■ White patches These patches on the tongue 
(and cheeks) are typically due to a fungal 
infection, sometimes caused by antibiotics or 
steroids interfering with bacteria in the mouth. 

■ Black, hairy tongue This can be caused by a 
fungal infection or poor oral hygiene. "It may 
look like it comes from stains from food and 
coffee, but it is more likely a fungal infection," 
Maples says. 

■ Balding patches Bald spots circled by a 
white rim or shiny, smooth patches are a sign of 
vitamin B12, folic acid or iron deficiency. It could 
also be a sign of dry mouth or a harmless 
condition called geographic tongue. 

■ Bright red tongue This is also likely due to a 
vitamin B12, folic acid or iron deficiency, or 
could be a sign of dry mouth. It might also 
indicate strep throat or a fever. 

- Mark L. Fuerst 
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SCREENINGS continued from page 14 
screenings vary. Here is a roundup of the early cancer 
detection exams recommended by the U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force, an independent panel of experts that 
advises the medical community: 

■ Breast cancer Women 50 to 74 should get a mammogram 
every two years. For women 40 to 49, mammogram decisions 
should be individualized. 

■ Cervical cancer Women 21 to 65 who have not had a 
hysterectomy should have a Pap test every three years. 

■ Colorectal cancer Men and women 50 to 75 should 
have either a fecal occult blood test (FOBT) annually, a 
sigmoidoscopy every five years plus an FOBT every three 
years, or a colonoscopy every 10 years. An FOBT detects 
cancer that is already present. A sigmoidoscopy examines the 
rectum and lower portion of the colon, while a colonoscopy 
examines the entire colon. In both procedures, polyps can be 
detected and removed before they become cancerous. 

■ Lung cancer An annual low-dose CT scan of the chest is 
recommended for adults 55 to 80 who have a 30-pack-year 
smoking history and either currently smoke or have quit 
within the past 15 years. A pack-year is the number of packs 
per day multiplied by the number of years the person has 
smoked. For example, smoking one pack a day for 30 years or 
two packs a day for 15 years both represent a 30-pack-year 
history. Once someone has been a non-smoker for 15 years, 
annual CT scans can be discontinued. 

Annual prostate cancer screening using a prostate-specific 
antigen (PSA) blood test was once recommended, but is no 
longer. The test does a poor job of identifying prostate cancer 
and can lead to unnecessary treatment. The American Cancer 
Society recommends that black men and men with a family 
history of prostate cancer talk with their doctors about the 
pros and cons of testing beginning at 45. Other men should 
do so starting at 50. 

PREVENTION While cancer screenings are important for 
detecting cancer early - when it is most treatable - there is a 
lot you can do to prevent cancer in the first place. Not 
smoking is a critical step, but so are other lifestyle behaviors. 
The World Cancer Fund estimates that 20 percent of cancers 
diagnosed in the United States could be prevented by 
adopting a healthy diet, avoiding excessive alcohol intake, 
getting regular exercise and maintaining a healthy weight. 

All are habits worth taking up or keeping. 


Judith Hurley is a freelance journalist who specializes in 
science and medicine. 
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r GOOD- A 
HOUSEKEEPING 


Opens at the Touch 
of a Button! 


Motorized & Manual Awnings Available! 


Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter Retractable Awning! 


FREE Info Kit & DVD 
Call Toll-Free: 1-800-876-8060 

[^Yes! Please send your FREE Info Kit & DVD...including 
a $200 Savings Certificate...TODAY 


You choose full sun or total 
protection in just seconds! 


Protects you from 99% of UV rays 


If you’re tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked out...or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather... 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio, while saving on energy bills! It’s the incredible SunSetter 
Retractable Awning! A simple...easy-to-use...& affordable way to outsmart the 
weather and start enjoying your deck or patio mor e...rain or shine! 

The SunSetter® is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun...or light showers! Plus it’s 
incredibly easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 60 seconds! 

So, stop struggling with the weather... 

& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 


For a FREE Info Kit & DVD email your 
name & address to freedvd@sunsetter.com 


Create Your Own Outdoor 
Room...In Just Seconds! 


Name_ 


Open for Iwa grnff NmllM-NmUBflfUl 


Email 


_ State_ 


$200 Savings Certificate Included! 


$im$etten 

RETRACTABLE AWNINGS 


(Important: Be sure to give us your email address to receive our best deals!) 

184 Charles Street, Dept. 32786, Malden, MA 02148 


Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com 


©2017 SunSetter® Products 





























































TRAVEL 


Dolly Parton's Dixie Stampede 
features 32 horses, a cast of 
riders and a 150-foot screen. 


Called the "live entertainment capital of the 
world," the Missouri city lives up to its name. 


O nly a day’s drive for one-third of Americans, 
Branson checks all the boxes for those looking 
for a fun and affordable getaway any time of 
year. The city may be best known for its live music 
and theater, but it has much more to offer, including 
a wealth of family-friendly activities, military and 
veterans events, and the gorgeous view of Missouri’s 
Ozark Mountains alongside three beautiful lakes. 

PATRIOTISM As the host of more than 400 military 
reunions annually, Branson welcomes those who 
served by offering everyday discounts at most 
area attractions and resorts (be sure to ask when 
booking). The city also celebrates Veterans Day with 
weeklong festivities - a parade through the historic 
downtown, concerts, military gala and film festival. 


BYLYNMETTLER 

Billed as a big “welcome home,” activities are 
organized by the Branson Veterans Task Force, 
which includes three American Legion posts and 
other veterans service organizations. 

Call Explore Branson at 1-877-BRANSON to receive 
a copy of the Branson Bugle newspaper in September 
with information about Veterans Week, which runs 
Nov. 5-11. “Veterans Week is an ultra-special time in 
Branson, but if a veteran cannot make it here during 
that week, know that Branson honors veterans every 
day,” says Julie Peters, leisure group sales manager 
for Explore Branson. 

Other highlights include the Missouri Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial at the College of the Ozarks, 
which bears the names of 1,400 Missourians who 
died serving during the Vietnam War, along with the 


i — 



The majority of hotels now offer 
check-in via mobile phones, 
according to a November survey by 
the American Hotel & Lodging 
Association. It found that 65 percent 
of hotels now offer the service - and 
revealed that only 9 percent continue 
to charge for Internet access. 


The field tent used as Gen. George 
Washington's headquarters during the 
Revolutionary War will be on display at the new 
Museum of the American Revolution, which 
opens this month in Philadelphia. The tent 
served as his office and sleeping quarters 
where he strategized, wrote dispatches and 
made historic decisions. 



Photo courtesy Museum of the American Revolution 
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CLIENTS LOVE THE 


STAUER WATCH... 

★ ★★★★ 


"The quality of their 
watches is equal to many 
that can go for ten times the 
price or more." 

— Jeff from McKinney, TX 


Advertisement 


Exclusive Urban Blue Watch 
Limited to the first 1900 
responders to this ad only! 


It's Enough to Make You Blue in the Face 


Time to take a stand against overpriced watches with the Stauer Urban Blue. AND, get a 
FREE pair of Fly boy Optics® Sunglasses as our gift to you! 


Y ou need a new watch... the one you are wearing was made when 
Nixon was in office, but extravagantly-priced watches that add 
zeros just because of a high falootin’ name are an insult to your logic. 
Why shell out big money so some foreign company can sponsor 
another yacht race? It’s time to put an end to such madness. It’s 
absolutely possible to have the highest quality, precision classic 
timepiece without the high and mighty price tag. Case in point: The 
Stauer Urban Blue. 

Packed with high-end watch performance and style, minus 
the high-end price tag. It’s everything a high-end watch should 
be: Sturdy stainless steel and genuine leather construction. 
Precision timing that’s accurate to four seconds a day—that’s more 
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TRAVEL 

Veterans Memorial Museum, which has 10 halls covering the wars of 
the 20th century. Each is filled with sculptures, murals, artifacts and 
wartime memorabilia. 

The museum’s most famous work of art - 50 life-size statues 
storming a beach, modeled after a combat soldier from each state 
- has been purchased by the city of Branson to display on Highway 
76 as part of its Spirit of 76 project. 

THEATER AND ENTERTAINMENT There is no shortage of song 
and dance in Branson, which offers dozens of live shows - 
everything from country and Motown music to acrobatics, comedy 
and magic. Many of the performances open with a salute to veterans 
and most offer a 10 to 20 percent discount. 

New for 2017 is the show “Raiding the Country Vault,” featuring 
top Nashville stars at the Starlite Theatre, as well as a new “Country 
on the Lake” show aboard the 700-passenger Showboat Branson Belle 
paddlewheeler. 

FAMILY FUN New to the skyline is the Branson Ferris Wheel, which 
the city brought from Chicago’s Navy Pier. The 150-foot-tall wheel 
holds up to 240 passengers, taking them on a seven-and-a-half- 
minute ride with 360-degree views of the entertainment district. The 
Runaway coaster at Branson Mountain Adventure Park is another 
new addition, sending riders down 5,000 feet of track propelled by 
gravity and reaching speeds of up to 30 mph. 

Silver Dollar City is a Branson classic, open for more than 55 years 
and a must-stop on any vacation to the area. As the city’s No. 1 
attraction, Silver Dollar City is an 1880s-themed park in the Ozark 
Mountains with more than 40 rides, craftsmen demonstrations and 
unique shopping. It offers a two-day ticket for the price of one for 
veterans and active-duty military. Calling 2017 the Year of Food and 
Crafts, Silver Dollar City is adding new dining experiences and 
specialty foods throughout the park, such as doughnut burgers, the 
ultimate bacon brownie and caramel chocolate chip pizza. 

OUTDOORS Boasting three crystal-clear lakes and the Ozark 
Mountains, Branson is minutes away from adventurous activities in 
the great outdoors. Explore the area’s many caves, hike in the 
10,000-acre Dogwood Canyon Nature Park, or fish for bass and trout 
in local lakes. 

Branson is also home to several golf courses, many with mountain 
views, as well as thrilling rides like the new Bigfoot on the Strip, 
which has a 200-foot free fall, saddle swing and spinning ride with 
panoramic views of the entertainment district. 

Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs at GotoTravelGal.com. 



Where to stay 
in Branson 

From campgrounds and RV parks to 
hotels and bed-and-breakfasts, 
Branson offers a variety of 
accommodations for differently sized 
groups and budgets. Options include 
Grand Country Resort, which has an 
exhibit of hundreds of military 
patches, a 20,000-square-foot indoor 
waterpark and discounts of 10 percent 
for active military and veterans. 

Big Cedar Lodge, a grand rustic 
lodge with cabins, is set on Table Rock 
Lake and close to Dogwood Canyon 
Nature Park. The lodge, which offers a 
10 percent discount for military, has a 
brand-new golf course with grand 
views of the Ozarks opening in spring. 

Visitors might also opt for a 
vacation home or rental with full 
kitchens, separate bedrooms and 
washer/dryers. The owners of Canyon 
Retreat and Nature's Retreat homes in 
the Branson area are offering a $50 
per night discount for military and 
veterans through 2017. Go online to 
www.vacationhomeinbranson.com 
for prices and booking. 

Many hotel chains offering military 
discounts also have properties in 
Branson, including Best Western, 
Clarion, Wyndham, Days Inn, Quality 
Inn and Comfort Inn. 



Photo courtesy Branson Convention 
and Visitors Bureau 


More than half of 
Americans believe it is 
important to exercise 
when traveling, 
according to an Expedia 
survey. The most popular 
way to do it is exploring 
a new city by walking. 



Hilton's rewards program has 
changed its name from Hilton 
HHonors to Hilton Honors and now 
allows groups of up to 10 people to 
pool their points for increased buying 
power. The loyalty program is the first 
to allow members to use points to 
shop on Amazon. 
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VETERANS UPDATE 


New VA head fought ‘false choice’ on care 

BY TOM PHILPOTT 


As VA’s undersecretary for health since 2015, David 
Shulkin fought the rising chorus of “big government” 
critics who urged giving every veteran the choice of 
medical care from VA or their own, perhaps more 
convenient, pool of local civilian care providers. 

“I actually think that’s a false choice,” Shulkin said 
after testifying before the congressionally chartered 
Commission on Care. “That’s a choice that would lead 
simply to a deterioration of the 
VA health-care system and 
what veterans today benefit 
from. What we really need to 
be thinking about is a singular 
system - an approach toward 
delivering the best America 
can offer - between what is 
within VA and what we can 
use and integrate from the 
private sector.” 

Shulkin, an internist who 
spent most of his 30 years in 
private practice running hospitals and health-care 
systems, never served in the U.S. military. But when 
President Trump nominated him to serve as the first 
non-veteran VA secretary. The American Legion and 
other veterans service organizations were pleased. 

“My staff and I have worked closely with Dr. 
Shulkin and believe that he has improved the 
Veterans Health Administration in the short time he 
has been at the helm,” American Legion National 
Commander Charles E. Schmidt said. Shulkin “is 
deeply committed to improving VA care and all the 
services VA provides.” 

Before taking charge of VA health care in the wake 
of the patient wait-list scandal, Shulkin served in 
numerous chief executive positions at Morristown 
Medical Center, Goryeb Children’s Hospital and 
Atlantic Rehabilitation Institute. He also served as 
president and CEO of Beth Israel Medical Center in 
New York City. His physician leadership roles include 
chief medical officer of the University of Pennsylvania 
Health System, the Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania, Temple University Hospital and the 
Medical College of Pennsylvania Hospital. 

In 2014, Becker’s Hospital Review named Shulkin 
one of the Top 100 Physician Leaders of Hospitals and 
Health Systems, which is judged based on “leaders’ 
health-care experience, accolades and commitment to 
quality care.” 

For weeks following his election victory, Trump 


appeared to be favoring prospective VA secretary 
nominees who might dismantle the system and send 
veterans into the private sector. One prospect had 
served on the Commission on Care and backed an 
internal “strawman” report that concluded there was 
no efficient way to fix VA health care. 

The same minority report said underused VA 
health-care facilities should be closed immediately, 

that no new facilities should be 
built, and that a BRAC-like 
process should begin to close 
the other VA facilities. Shulkin 
rejected those ideas. 

“If it was simply better for 
veterans to get care in the 
private sector, and we were 
just going to pay for that care, 
I’d be all for that because 
I understand the private-sector 
system,” Shulkin said in 
March 2016. “What I’ve come 
to learn is (they) would be missing two essential 
components.” 

First, there are aspects of VA care for treating 
military-related conditions that “don’t exist in the 
private sector,” such as expertise with prosthetics and 
orthotics, polytrauma centers, treatments for PTSD 
and TBI, spinal cord injuries, and loss of eyesight and 
hearing, he said. 

Second, “the type of care VA delivers to veterans is 
different than the care you can find in the private 
sector. I would describe it as a more comprehensive, 
holistic approach to care.” 

Private-sector physicians focus on the “physical 
aspects of illness. Where does it hurt? How do I get 
you better? VA not only does that, but it addresses the 
social, psychological, emotional and economic 
well-being of a person, to really be able to get people 
functionally in a better place and to address issues of 
well-being.” 

“If we were simply to turn our veterans out onto the 
streets with vouchers (for civilian care), they’d find 
that the type of care they’re getting is not anywhere 
near the level of care they’re able to get within the VA 
health-care system.” 

To veterans advocates, non-vet Shulkin seems to 
“get it.” 

Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel and 
veterans issues for nearly 40 years. 



Photo by Lucas Carter 
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to lead this great peaceful people into war, 
into the most terrible and disastrous of all 
wars, civilization itself seeming to be in the 
balance. But the right is more precious than 
peace, and we shall fight for the things which 
we have always carried nearest our hearts 
- for democracy, for the right of those who 
submit to authority to have a voice in their 
own governments, for the rights and liberties 
of small nations, for a universal dominion of 
right by such a concert of free peoples as shall 
bring peace and safety to all nations and make 
the world itself at last free. To such a task we 
can dedicate our lives and our fortunes, 
everything that we are and everything that we 
have, with the pride of those who know that 
the day has come when America is privileged 
to spend her blood and her might for the 
principles that gave her birth and happiness 
and the peace which she has treasured. 

God helping her, she can do no other." 


President Woodrow Wilson, asking Congress 
to declare war against Germany, April 2,1917 
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THE GREAT 

WAR 


100 


FIRST OVER THERE 

At Cantigny, American soldiers made their 
debut on the world stage, winning the 
Army's first modern military battle. 

O n the foggy morning of June 14, 1917, 

12 steel-gray transports filled with four 
regiments of American soldiers weighed 
anchor at their berth in Hoboken, N.J., and sailed 
for France. It had been 69 days since the United 
States entered the world war, answering President 
Woodrow Wilson’s call to make the world “safe for 
democracy.” In the weeks since the April 6 war 
declaration, British and French delegations had 
come to personally ask Wilson for an immediate 
U.S. presence on the front, and these dozen 
transports carried Wilson’s direct answer: 

America’s first combat troops to voyage “over 
there.” 

The transports were escorted by destroyers for a 
two-week voyage across the U-boat patrolled 
Atlantic. They carried the U.S. First Expeditionary 
Division, composed of four infantry regiments 
hand-picked by the newly promoted commander of 
the American Expeditionary Forces, Gen. John 



BY MATTHEW J. DAVENPORT 


Pershing. While a national draft was still being 
debated by lawmakers, the ranks of this first 
contingent were Regular Army - veterans of the 
recent “punitive expedition” for Pancho Villa in 
Mexico, a few who had fought in the Philippines 
against the Moro rebels, and a handful who had 
seen combat in the Spanish-American War. 
Augmented by a few thousand young men who had 
flooded enlistment offices in the previous two 
months, the division infantry numbered more than 
12,000 soldiers - “doughboys,” as they were 
affectionately called - and represented each of the 
48 states. 

The transports berthed at Saint-Nazaire, France, 
and the troops disembarked. Pershing, who with 
his staff had arrived two weeks before, was present 
to greet them. The second soldier down the 
gangplanks, following the division commander, 
was the newly appointed division operations 
officer, 36-year-old Capt. George C. Marshall. The 




man who would one day lead the U.S. Army 
through a second world war saluted and shook 
hands with the man who was about to lead the 
AEF through the first. And as the troops formed up 
on the waterfront, the First Expeditionary Division 
- soon to earn the title the “Fighting First” and 
destined to be called the “Big Red One” - stood as 
one for the first time. Of the more than 2 million 
men the United States would send to Europe before 
the war’s end, these were the first, and their 
division became the first face of American military 
might on the global stage. 

BY MID-JULY, as a blindfolded War Secretary Newton 
Baker pulled the first registration number from a 
jar in Washington, D.C., to begin the national draft, 
across the Atlantic the soldiers of the 1st Division 
began their training on the northern French plains. 
In dummy trenches and mock-up enemy lines on 
drill grounds near Gondrecourt, the green 
American infantry trained under their veteran 
French counterparts. In addition to sharpening 
their marksmanship with their own Springfield 
rifles and Colt .45s, doughboys learned how to 
operate and employ the Hotchkiss machine gun for 
suppressive and destructive fire, and how to use 
the Chauchat automatic rifle to provide covering 
fire. They learned the noise and light discipline 
required to hold front-line trenches and go on night 
patrol through no man’s land, how to effectively 
use grenades and how to launch raids on enemy 
trenches. 

In late October, the division moved up into 
front-line trenches near Sommerviller under French 


command. Three field artillery regiments, which 
had arrived in August and trained under French 
gunners on 75 mm and 155 mm guns, joined the 
four infantry regiments to work for the first time as 
a combined-arms division. And even though 1st 
Division soldiers were restricted entirely to 
defensive action, under orders to not go beyond 
their own barbed wire, the sector immersed them 
in the realities of trench life, the frustrating 
helplessness of riding out occasional artillery 
bombardments and the ever-present danger of 
enemy snipers. 

With lines unmoved since being originally 
clawed out in the fighting of late fall 1914, 
Sommerviller was a relatively quiet sector. But for 
the German units holding the lines across no man’s 
land, the propaganda value of inflicting casualties 
on - or better yet, capturing - American troops 
proved too great, and in the early morning hours of 
Nov. 3, 1917, more than 300 German soldiers 
crossed no man’s land behind the cover of an 
artillery barrage. The attackers swarmed a short 
stretch of trench held by a single platoon of the 
16th Infantry Regiment, capturing 11 and killing 
three - the first Americans killed in front-line 
combat in a world war. 

Eleven more were killed and three dozen 
wounded by the time the 1st Division left the sector 
in late November. And while the doughboys of 
three newly arrived American divisions began their 
own training, the troops of the 1st - now veterans 
of the front lines - moved to the rear for more 
training as their ranks swelled with fresh recruits 
and draftees. 








Soldiers of the 28th Infantry, First 
Division, advance with French Schneider 
tanks at Cantigny on May 28, 1918, 
during the first American offensive of 

World War I. Photo courtesy Col. Robert R. McCormick Research Center 
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WHILE AMERICA MOBILIZED and its doughboys 
trained, the war continued. A costly defeat of the 
Italian army at Caporetto, and the collapse of the 
bulk of the fighting on the Eastern Front after 
Russia withdrew its massive army from the 
fighting, made Allied prospects bleaker and the 
urgency of America’s role greater. Pershing 
understood that Allied pleas to split up and 
amalgamate American units into veteran French 
and British forces would only increase, and his 
resistance to such pressure - thus far stubbornly 
intractable - depended in large part on American 
success when U.S. soldiers finally entered battle. 
And of the growing number of American divisions 
landing and training in France, Pershing knew the 
first one to enter battle would be the 1st Division. 
Thus, Pershing made his first command change of 
the war, replacing the 1st Division commander - 
whom he considered adequate for training but not 
fighting - with Maj. Gen. Robert Lee Bullard. 

Bullard, like Pershing, had spent his career as an 
infantry officer and was a West Pointer (one class 
ahead of Pershing), but there their similarities 
ended. Pershing was a stern Midwesterner, known 
for his fondness of regimented uniformity and 
distant formality with subordinates. Bullard was a 
folksy Southerner who sanded off the edges of his 
words and was known to appear in the front lines 
with his soldiers to personally ensure their morale 
was up. Like Pershing had in the Spanish-American 
War, Bullard had led men in combat in the 


Philippines, and for all their differences, Pershing 
was confident Bullard was the man to lead the 1st 
Division into battle. 

Bullard wisely kept Marshall - recently promoted 
to lieutenant colonel - on as division operations 
officer and shifted a few infantry commanders. And 
in a move that would carry lasting consequences 
for the AEF, he brought in Brig. Gen. Charles 
Summerall as division artillery commander. As a 
young lieutenant, Summerall had given Bullard’s 
infantry effective gun support in combat in the 
Philippines. Since then, he had studied the hard- 
won lessons of the French and British in the role of 
modern field artillery along the Western Front, and 
most recently earned renown - and stepped on a 
few toes - urging Pershing and the AEF to update 
its tactical doctrine to elevate the role of artillery, in 
line with Allied gunnery advances over the past 
three years of fighting. 

With his team assembled, Bullard moved the 
division back into the front lines in the midst of the 
bitter cold January of northern France, this time 
near Seicheprey, an active, deadly sector south of 
Verdun. Doughboys took over muddy trench lines 
just as the weather began to thaw and entered a 
harsh schooling under fire. Enemy artillery 
barrages were frequent, mustard gas attacks daily 
and casualties high. Bullard ordered his men to 
respond, to “be active all over no man’s land.” It 
was here the division earned its name “Fighting 
First,” as patrols went out to probe German 
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positions almost nightly, Summerall’s artillery kept 
enemy batteries and trenches under constant fire, 
and raids on enemy lines captured German 
prisoners. 

Spring broke, and over 100 miles up the Western 
Front from the 1st Division’s sector, the German 
army struck. Sixty-four divisions - many recently 
transferred from the Eastern Front - attacked the 
British army in the Somme Valley, an offensive 
aimed at knocking the Allies out of the war before 
the Americans could arrive in force. Within a week, 
German troops captured more than 90,000 Allied 
troops and in some places advanced 40 miles, 
shocking success on a front thus far frozen in three 
years of strategic rigor mortis. 

In the face of this great crisis, Pershing offered 
the supreme Allied commander, French Gen. 
Ferdinand Foch, any military help America could 
give: “Infantry, artillery, aviation, all we have is 
yours.” Touched, Foch asked that a U.S. division 
take over the lines at the point the Germans had 
pushed furthest west, a small hilltop farming 
village named Cantigny, and Pershing sent the 
Fighting First. 

As Bullard’s soldiers entered the lines facing 
Cantigny, the town’s stone buildings, deep cellars 
and newly dug trenches were thick with troops of 
the German 18th Army. If the fate of topography 
can spell fortune or doom, the town’s hilltop 
position afforded the Germans a dominant - and 


fortunate - position. One U.S. officer complained, 
“The Germans could look down our throats.” 

Artillery shells - shrapnel and mustard gas - fell 
into the new American lines almost hourly, enemy 
snipers took aim at any movement visible above the 
trench-tops, and casualties mounted. Summerall 
unleashed his artillery on German lines and known 
gun positions, but Bullard wanted to take a turn no 
U.S. troops had yet taken in the war: go on offense. 

The objective, approved by Pershing, was simple 
and limited: take Cantigny and hold it against 
inevitable counterattacks. Bullard directed his able 
operations officer, now Lt. Col. George Marshall, to 
construct the plan. Marshall sent word to the 
front-line infantry to send out patrols for enemy 
intelligence, and nightly, dozen-man teams quietly 
crawled into the dark of no man’s land, cut barbed 
wire, and went into, and in many cases beyond, 
enemy trenches. They brought back locations of 
every machine-gun nest, ammo dump, command 
post, outpost, dugout and trenchline, all of which 
Marshall and his team plotted on their map. 

Summerall and his staff conceived the artillery’s 
part - one hour spent destroying every known 
structure and dugout in and around the village, 
followed by a protective bombardment fired 
continuously out in no man’s land, a wall of smoke 
and flame set to creep forward 100 meters every 
two minutes, behind which the three waves of 
infantry would attack until reaching the objective. 
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For these ends, the French would supply 37 
batteries of additional medium and large-caliber 
guns (giving Summerall a total of 386 guns), a 
battalion of 12 Schneider tanks to help dislodge 
enemy strongpoints, and a platoon of 
flamethrowers to mop up the village ruins of any 
Germans who managed to survive the artillery 
onslaught. The 28th Infantry Regiment, augmented 
by a company of engineers and three machine-gun 
companies, was selected for the attack. J-Day was 
set for Tuesday, May 28, and H-Hour 6:45 a.m. 

Having never participated in a regiment-wide 
attack closely coordinated with artillery and 
machine guns, and having never even seen tanks 
or flamethrowers, the soldiers were taken to a rear 
area for two and a half days of “battle rehearsal.” 
Platoon leaders, NCOs, machine-gun teams, 
automatic rifle squads and individual riflemen 
practiced their parts until it was muscle memory. 
After dark on May 27 - J minus 1 - the men were 
trucked back to the front lines, and by the predawn 
hours of May 28, they were hunkered in trenches 
with their weapons and full packs, prepared to 
jump. 

AT 5:45 A.M., the world erupted as 386 guns hurled 
high-explosive shells at German positions in and 
around Cantigny. Each gun crew fired at its 
assigned target - an enemy gun pit, an enemy 
machine-gun post, a brick home here, a stone barn 
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there - all into a space smaller than a square mile. 
The explosions were massive, the noise deafening, 
and by the end of the hour the village was nearly 
completely leveled. 

At 6:45 a.m. - “zero hour” - the artillery fired a 
barrage wall out in no man’s land, platoon leaders 
stepped up on trench parapets and blew their 
whistles, and the infantry went “over the top” and 
toward the barrage in three waves. Every two 
minutes, the barrage leapt forward 100 meters 
forward, and the men followed, tanks chugging 
forward among them. 

In the center around the village itself, there was 
little resistance, as doughboys walked through piles 
of stone and jumbles of timber all concealing 
Germans either trapped or buried alive. Tanks 
pounded strongpoints, flamethrower crews cleared 
out all deep cellars, and over 250 of the enemy, 
stunned and shell-shocked, were taken prisoner. 

But on the north and south, where the 
bombardment did not hit German lines, resistance 
was stiff and casualties high, most at the mercy of 
well-positioned German machine-gun crews. But 
the doughboys fought forward and by 7:25 a.m., 
they had taken nearly every objective. 

Just as soldiers halted, dropped their packs and 
began to dig new lines on the east side of the 
village - in most cases in open fields - the heavy 
French gun batteries which had helped fire the 
bombardment and supported the barrage abruptly 
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ceased fire, exited the battlefield and headed south 
to strengthen Allied defenses where the German 
army had renewed its offensive. German artillery - 
no longer under counterbattery fire by the long-range 
French guns - opened up, and the khaki-clad 
doughboys lit by the morning sun in open fields 
made easy targets. 

Soldiers of the 1st Division clawed for cover with 
everything they had: shovels, helmets, even mess 
tins. In many cases, they leaped into newly blasted 
shell craters. The high-explosive onslaught only 
ceased long enough for German infantry - reserve 
and rest units that regathered in the woods facing 
the new American positions - to counterattack. 

The Germans attacked the first hour, they attacked 
again at noon, and they attacked again at 5 p.m. 

Each time, 1st Division troops fought them back with 
rifle and automatic-rifle fire. Between each attack, 
German artillery pummeled the fresh American 
lines, and each doughboy could do nothing but hug 
his patch of dirt and hope the next blast was not his. 

After dark, 1st Division soldiers buried their dead, 
and used the cover of darkness to dig their lines 
deeper to strengthen their defenses for the next 
onslaught. The second day the Germans 
counterattacked again, and again that afternoon, and 
again that night. German artillery kept the fields 
between Cantigny and the former American lines 
under constant fire, making medical evacuations 
perilous and resupply impossible. 

By the third morning, the doughboys had 
exhausted their rations and water and were 
desperately low on ammunition. The Germans 
launched one final counterattack, and 1st Division 
soldiers - many at the end of their physical and 
mental tether - repulsed the enemy once again. By 
that afternoon, Bullard ordered their relief. After 
dark, soldiers of the 16th Infantry Regiment went 
forward and relieved the men of the 28th, who 
staggered back across the former no man’s land and 
to the rear for well-earned rest. 

There was no flag-raising or grand finale, but the 
battle’s outcome was unmistakable: the Americans 
had captured their objective and held it. Pershing 
effused that the victory had “an electrical effect” on 
the Allies, and Marshall said it “demonstrated 
conclusively the fighting qualities of the American 
soldier.” 

Of the 1st Division, the French Corps commander 
declared, “You, Sons of America, we are happy to 
call The Men of Cantigny,”’ and soldiers of the 28th 
Infantry Regiment would forever be named “The 
Black Lions” after the region’s coat of arms. Across 
the Atlantic, newspapers coast to coast carried 


triumphant headlines: “Americans Take Town 
Alone” and “Yankees Yell As They Take Cantigny.” 

It was followed by more American victories, each 
of increasingly greater consequence to the Allied 
cause: a brave stand by soldiers at Chateau-Thierry 
and Marines at Belleau Wood; American divisions 
fighting with the French and British in a pivotal 
victory at Soissons; the first all-American offensive 
victory at Saint-Mihiel; and the greatest Allied 
victory of the war - and still the largest American 
battle ever fought - the Meuse-Argonne, which led 
finally to the Nov. 11 armistice. 

MEASURED BY the proportions of Great War battles 
- many of which reached massive scales unequaled 
before or since - America’s first victory was a small 
skirmish, and the taking of Cantigny was 
strategically almost inconsequential. But the effect 
on morale and national prestige was far-reaching, 
and the village marked the place where American 
soldiers crossed a historic no man’s land from 19th 
century muskets and cannons into 20th century 
warfare of tanks, airplanes, automatic weapons and 
modern artillery. And many officers who led men in 
the battle - like Capt. Clarence Huebner, who would 
command the “Big Red One” at Omaha Beach 26 
years later, or Marshall, the architect of the battle 
plan who would lead the Army through World War 
II and become famous for a far greater plan - were 
long informed by their experience in the operation. 
Thus the mile of French farmland conquered by the 
“Fighting First” at the hilltop village of Cantigny 
marked not only America’s first steps toward the 
armistice but the birth of its modern Army. 

World War I is America’s most recent war with no 
surviving participants. With no doughboy alive to 
tell the tale, the war has slipped back into a sepia- 
toned national mythology, somewhere in the dark 
shadows cast by a spotlight of history so frequently 
aimed back at another, larger, world war. But fresh 
examination can prove revealing, and now, from a 
distance of 100 years, we can see that World War I 
was a pivotal event, and its final chapter began when 
a few thousand soldiers of the U.S. 1st Division first 
stepped out of their trench and brought America 
onto the world stage to help tip the balance of 
history. II 

Matthew J. Davenport is a criminal defense attorney , 
former prosecutor. Army Reserve veteran and member 
of Pitt County American Legion Post 39 in Greenville, 
N.C. He is the author of “First Over There: The Attack 
on Cantigny, America’s First Battle of World War I” 

(St. Martin’s Press, 2015). 
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THE GREAT WAR 



On July 4,1917, Gen. John J. Pershing, commander of the newly arrived 
American Expeditionary Forces in Europe, made a special pilgrimage to a 
small cemetery on the outskirts of Paris. There, he and his staff stopped 
beside a simple grave. "It is with loving pride we drape the colors in 
tribute of respect to this citizen of your great republic," said Pershing's 
aide, Col. Charles Stanton. "And here and now in the presence of the 
illustrious dead we pledge our hearts and our honor in carrying this war 
to a successful issue. Lafayette, we are here!" 

Memories of Lafayette's contributions to the American Revolution 
resonated with many Americans who sympathized with France during 
World War I. His name was invoked for the Lafayette Fund, started by 
Americans in 1914 to supply comfort kits to French soldiers; for the 
Lafayette Memorial, established by Americans who purchased Lafayette's 
birthplace, the Chateau de Chavaniac, in 1917; and for the Lafayette 
Escadrille, the squadron of American pilots that flew for France. 


At the start of the war, the regular 
Army had 127,000 men. By 1918, 
more than 4,000,000 had served. 



At 16, WALT 
DISNEY was too 

young to serve in the 
Army, so he became 
an ambulance driver, 

WikimediaCommons gffjyjpg jp FranCC SOOn 

after the armistice. 


Author ERNEST 
HEMINGWAY 

joined the Red Cross 
and was an 
ambulance driver on 
the Italian front. 



Army camps were the first place 
many American soldiers saw 

ELECTRIC LIGHTING and 

INDOOR PLUMBING. 


Best known for leading the Army 
through World War II, Gens. 

DOUGLAS MacARTHUR, 
GEORGE PATTON, 
GEORGE MARSHALL and 
MARK CLARK all served in the 
American Expeditionary Forces in 
various positions. Patton led a tank 
brigade, and Marshall served as an 
aide to Pershing. 
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Disqualified for 
poor eyesight, 

HARRY 

TRUMAN 

memorized the 
eye chart. He 
later became 
a captain in the 
AEF. 


The experience of Great War 
veterans led to a huge 
post-war flow of Americans 
from FARMS to CITIES. 


Many U.S. troops were 
transported on ships with 

DAZZLE 

CAMOUFLAGE 


Wikimedia Commons 
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The iconic 

UNCLE SAM 

poster was created for 
U.S. military recruitment. 


Photo courtesy Smithsonian Museum 


Despite being shot and blinded 
in one eye, a pigeon named 

CHER AMI 

delivered a message that 
helped save 200 soldiers of the 

LOST BATTALION. 


Modern PLASTIC SURGERY 

developed to help soldiers disfigured by war injuries. 



NEAREST RECRUITING STATION 

Wikimedia Commons 




Nearly 800 professional and top amateur 

BASEBALL PLAYERS 

enlisted, from the Army to the Marines to 
the Chemical Service. 


World War I set a new precedent for 

WOMEN IN THE 

MILITARY, 

with 13,000 

enlisting in the Navy and the Marines. 


26,000 

Number of Americans who 
died in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive, 
the deadliest battle in U.S. history 


On June 6,1918, nearly 1,100 MARINES 
were killed or wounded on the first day of 
the BATTLE OF BELLEAU WOOD. 

The Corps' tenacity led the French to 
rename the wood Bois de la Brigade 
de Marine, or "Wood of the Marine Brigade." 


Op ha May Johnson 
was the first woman to enlist 
in the Marine Corps and a 
charter member ofBelleau 
Wood American Legion Post 3 
in Washington, D.C. 


HENRY JOHNSON, 

a black soldier with the 369th Infantry 
Regiment (the "Harlem Hellfighters"), 
was posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor in 2015. 


0 Former New York 


Giants player Eddie 
Grant was killed by 
an exploding shell 
in the Argonne. 


Learn more about the Great War and how it shaped the world by following the World War One Centennial Commission online: 


ww1cc.org | Q @WW1CC | Q www.facebook.com/ww1centennial 
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AtSgt. Alvin C. York 
State Historic Park, 
visitors are invited 
to hear the life story of 
the Great War's most 
celebrated soldier. 


BY MATT GRILLS 
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I n a small cemetery in 
Tennessee’s Wolf River 
Valley, not far from his 
birthplace, is the grave of Sgt. 

Alvin York. 

Occasionally, a visitor will 
ask why he wasn’t laid to rest 
at Arlington National 
Cemetery, among the nation’s 
most honored veterans. 

Certainly he could have been. 

For his actions in combat, 

York received the Medal of 
Honor and numerous other 
awards, and was hailed by 
Gen. John Pershing as “the 
greatest civilian soldier” of the 
Great War. 

But the red-haired, 6-foot sharpshooter, who spent 
his entire life in this valley but for 18 months in 
uniform, was adamant he be buried among his 
people. “He said, ‘When the rapture happens, I want 
to wake up and see the hills of Tennessee,”’ says 
Deborah York, his great-granddaughter and director 
of the Sergeant York Patriotic Foundation. 

Up to his death in 1964, York was tight-lipped about 
his battlefield exploits. He preferred to talk about the 
interest that gripped him upon his return from 
Europe: education. There was a big world outside 
Fentress County, and mountain boys and girls 
deserved opportunities for learning he never had. 
York, a member of The American Legion’s founding 
generation, wanted to give them those opportunities. 

In these parts, York’s greatest legacy isn’t his war 
record, but what he did after the war: raising money 
to build a school that still operates today, digging the 
foundation himself, and mortgaging his farm twice to 
buy buses, hire drivers and even pay teachers’ 
salaries. If he used his celebrity, it was to help bring 
improved education, employment and roads to the 
Upper Cumberland. 

“He could have received his medals, come home 
and lived out his life in peace,” says Joseph Gamble, 
a seasonal interpretive ranger at Sgt. Alvin C. York 
State Historic Park in Pall Mall. “He chose of his own 
will and character to try to make better the lives of 
everyone around him. None of us are perfect, but he’s 
about as close as they come.” 


Outside the entrance to York's home in Pall Mall, Tenn., 
is a bust of the famous soldier. He served in Company G, 
328th Infantry Regiment, 82nd Infantry Division, photo by joeBugiewia 


WINDOW TO THE WAR 

Until recently, the park 
focused on the York 
Americans knew less well - 
the one who wed Grade 
Williams and raised seven 
children with her, battled local 
authorities to open the York 
Institute, and ran a general 
store and grist mill. Visitors to 
the area toured the family 
home, talked with relatives, 
and saw other sites connected 
to York’s post-war life. 

“I referred to it as Paul 
Harvey’s The Rest of the 
Story,”’ says Travis Stover, 
park manager. “If you didn’t 
come in with some knowledge about what Alvin did 
during the war, you weren’t likely to leave with that. 
You were directly interacting with family members 
who were recalling their experiences while Alvin was 
here, but not hearing what happened in France.” 

With the centennial of U.S. entry into World War I 
underway, that’s become necessary. Younger genera¬ 
tions are losing touch with the war and those who 
fought it - including Alvin York, the most celebrated 
American soldier of his time. He was once a house¬ 
hold name, thanks in part to the 1941 film “Sergeant 
York.” Today, many have never heard who he was 
and what he did in the Argonne. 

They don’t know how on Oct. 8, 1918, York and 16 
other soldiers made their way behind enemy lines to 
silence German machine guns holding up their 
advance to capture a rail line north of Chatel- 
Chehery. How they took a few prisoners before 
German gunners above them opened fire, killing six 

- including York’s best friend, Cpl. Murray Savage 

- and wounding three. How York picked off the 
Germans one by one, then fought off a bayonet 
charge by drawing his pistol and dropping six others. 
How a German officer finally heeded York’s calls to 
surrender, and he and his surviving comrades 
marched 132 prisoners to battalion headquarters. 

The legend that York accomplished all this 
singlehandedly - killing more than 20 Germans, 
wiping out 35 machine gun nests - lives on, but he 
always insisted he didn’t act alone. “I was one of the 
17 who did the job,” he said later. “Any one of the 
other boys could have done the same thing I did if 
fate had put them in my place.” 

For the York State Historic Park, now is the time to 
tell the whole story of its namesake’s life, not least of 
which are the 15 minutes that made him famous. 



On Feb. 7, 7979, three months after the end of the 
Great War, Sgt. Alvin York visited the hill where his 
actions earned him the Medal of Honor. Wikimedia Commons 
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To educate visitors about doughboys' 
experiences, the park has added a living 

hiStOry program. Photo by JoeBuglewkz 



Upon York's return to the United States, the 
Nashville Rotary Club raised funds to buy him 

a farm and build him a home. Photo by Joe Buglewicz 


The episode also makes a great entry point to the 
Great War itself. That’s the idea of the trench behind 
the York home, dug last year to give visitors a 
physical context for what America’s doughboys were 
experiencing 100 years ago. 

“We saw the advent of the centennial as an 
opportunity to really up our game,” says Jeff Wells, 
director of interpretive programming and education 
for Tennessee State Parks. “We took the Veterans Day 
event put on by our friends in the Sergeant York 
Patriotic Foundation and expanded it into a three-day 
program of living history.” 

Hundreds showed up to watch re-enactments and 
interact with volunteers portraying American, 

French, British, Australian and German troops, as 
World War I replica aircraft flew overhead. The 
weekend also included a screening of “Sergeant York” 
in his barn, a period church service, and a football 
game between the Army and Marines playing by 
1910 rules. 

“It was fun,” says Gamble, looking every bit a 
doughboy in olive drab coat and helmet. “We had 
Allied fellows filling the trench and the dugout with 
displays. Visitors could wander through and see how 
men lived. We were short on Germans, so I donned 
the German gray and was talking to folks about the 
dark side, as it were.” 

Stover says the park’s goal is to give people an 
experience, with re-enactments and encampments 
throughout the year. “It’s tangible,” he says. “You can 
put your hands on it. You can put your feet on it. 

With iPads and cellphones and everything else, it’s 
hard to get kids to look up. But they come alive when 
they see something like this.” 

What would York, who wanted to forget the war, 
think about a trench in his backyard? Hard to say. 
Having nearly lost his farm to provide education for 
others, he might be amused that the property itself 
now does its own share of educating. 


DIVINE PROTECTION Across the road from the 
cemetery is Wolf River Methodist Church. Near the 
end of 1914, a revival in this building led to York’s 
religious conversion. It was a complete 180 for the 
rebellious blacksmith’s son - no more cussin’, no 
more drinkin’, no more fightin’. One of his earliest 
biographers, Tom Skeyhill, wrote that York went from 
being a “hell buster” to a “heaven raiser.” Soon he 
was teaching Sunday school and known as the 
“singing elder.” 

Then a draft notice arrived. Encouraged by his 
pastor, York initially claimed conscientious objector 
status C Don’t want to fight , he wrote on the card). But 
the local draft board denied his appeal, stating that 
the Church of Christ in Christian Union was not a 
well-recognized sect - and in any case, nothing 
prohibited its members from serving. 

At Camp Gordon, Ga., York’s convictions boiled 
over to the point he told his company commander, 
Capt. E.C.B. Danforth, that if he was forced to kill a 
man, he’d hold him responsible before God at the 
final judgment. Danforth brought in the commander 
of the 328th Battalion, Maj. G. Edward Buxton, and 
the three men began an intense back-and-forth on 
what the Bible says about violence and war. 

Moved by York’s sincerity, Buxton gave the soldier 
a few days’ leave to think matters over. York, 
meanwhile, was impressed by Buxton’s knowledge of 
Scripture. Back in Pall Mall, he spent a day and a 
night at the Yellow Doors - a sandstone formation 
overlooking the valley - praying about what to do. 

From York’s grave, Deborah points out the rocky 
outcropping. “It was up there that he came to believe 
God would protect him, and that to save lives he may 
have to take some lives,” she says. 

Still, York hated the war, and when he returned 
home he spurned offers for product endorsements 
and public appearances. “This uniform ain’t for sale,” 
he quipped. He married and settled down on a 
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400-acre farm given to him by the Nashville Rotary 
Club - the one gift he accepted. 

Driving north on Highway 127 into Pall Mall, 
tourists will see the park’s welcome center on their 
left - a reproduction of the grocery store York ran 
with his sons. Inside they can watch a Walter 
Cronkite-narrated introduction to York’s life, read a 
series of interpretive panels and browse a gift shop. 
Displays include a Brodie helmet, a German bayonet, 
an M1903 Springfield rifle, York’s visor cap and a 
military map recently found in York’s belongings. 

“It was definitely carried in theater, based on wear 
and tear,” Gamble says of the map. “If it was Alvin’s, 
I can’t prove that. But at least postwar it was in his 
possession.” 

Down the road and to the right is the York home, a 
two-story white frame that had electrical wiring 
installed before power had even come to the area. In 
1922, when the Yorks moved in, the house was a 
modern marvel - “a beacon of light, truly a mansion 
here in the valley,” says Tanner Wells, another of the 
park’s interpretive rangers. 

On occasion, York’s three living children - George 
Edward Buxton York, 93, Betsy Ross Lowrey, 83, and 
Andrew Jackson York, 86 - return to share memories 
of growing up there. 

“Anybody was welcome in our house,” Betsy says. 
“If they said they were passing by and had always 
heard of Sgt. York, and would it be possible to come 
in and meet him, that was fine.” 


For decades, Andrew was a park ranger and led 
tours of the house after it opened to the public in 
1995. He retired a couple of years ago, but still enjoys 
telling stories of the good old days when it was full - 
when family, friends, neighbors and even strangers 
gathered around the table for Miss Gracie’s meals, 
and for prayer. 

He didn’t know his father was a war hero until he 
read his diary. “I was probably 12 years old,” he says. 
“As far as him talking about what happened over 
there, ain’t no way you’d pull it out of him.” 

When giving tours, Andrew would reminisce about 
his frequent travels with York to visit Army training 
camps and promote bond sales during World War II. 
Inevitably, someone would ask if he could shoot as 
good as his daddy did. “I always said, T can shoot as 
good as anybody. But I can’t hit as good.’” 

The home looks much as it did when Alvin and 
Gracie York lived there - their wedding photo over 
the piano, his typewriter in the study, the wash closet 
where the couple kissed goodbye before he left on 
trips. Just off the living room is a circular push¬ 
button bed invented by Homer Stryker, a doctor and 
Michigan Legionnaire. It was given to York by the 
Legion in 1960, so he could have some movement 
despite semi-paralysis and near blindness. 

One of the newer items on display is a Bible carried 
by York throughout World War I. During a visit to 
Cheboygan, Mich., in 1930, he gave it to 12-year-old 
David Lees, the son of a Methodist minister. Lees 
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went on to serve as a 
navigational officer in the U.S. 

Merchant Marine during 
World War II, and carried 
York’s Bible with him until his 
discharge in 1945. 

Like York, Lees survived a 
cataclysmic world war, coming 
home physically unscathed. 

BUILT TO LAS f York’s home 
honors his life, but two other 
structures are monuments to 
his determination: a wood- 
and-stone Bible school not far 
from the farm, and the 
original York Institute building 
in Jamestown. Both sit empty, 
but if the Sergeant York Patriotic Foundation has its 
way they won’t be much longer. 

Throughout the 1920s, York traveled extensively to 
raise funds for education, with crowds everywhere 
responding to his appeals for help. “In this great 
nation of ours, we have numerous districts in the 
rural sections that have been forgotten,” York told 
Kansas Legionnaires at their department convention 
at Fort Scott in 1926. “Many are up there who can’t 
sign their own names. I am giving my life and trying 
to raise money to establish a school there.” 

A charter member of The American Legion - he 
attended an organizational meeting in Paris in 1919, 
and helped found Mark Twain Post 137 in Jamestown 
- York had the full support of the Tennessee Legion. 

It passed a resolution recommending posts contribute 
funds to “establish this much needed institution.” 

When the York Institute opened in 1929, York told 
members of Capt. Belvidere Brooks Post 450 in New 
York that the fight to finance and build it was “heaps 
harder than the little shootin’ in the Argonne.” 

The school has thrived, but it moved into a new 
home in the 1980s. Despite the pleas of the York 
family and concerned citizens, the original two-story 
brick building was left to deteriorate. The Sergeant 
York Patriotic Foundation saved it from demolition in 
2008, raised more than $2 million to stabilize the 
structure and now owns it outright. 

“We’re about to launch a capital campaign to fully 
restore the building,” Deborah says. “It’s in incredibly 
good shape for sitting vacant for so long. We can 
make it into anything we want.” 

Right now she’s developing an idea to turn the old 
school into the Sgt. York Center for Peace and Valor, 
a place to host conferences, lectures and gatherings 
related to those central themes of York’s life. 


At the same time, the 
foundation is working with 
local legislators and Tennessee 
State Parks to restore another 
former York school building 
- the interdenominational 
York Bible Institute, 
constructed in 1942 with his 
share of proceeds from the 
“Sergeant York” film. It was 
open only a year before the 
war effort siphoned off many 
potential students. 

Current plans call for 
transforming the building into 
a World War I museum, 
Deborah says. And because 
Pall Mall and Chatel-Chehery 
are sister cities, the design includes an outdoor cafe 
with the U.S. and French flags flying side by side. 

“There is no World War I museum in the state of 
Tennessee,” Deborah says. “What better building 
than one Sgt. York built?” 

Both restoration projects are ambitious, but she’s 
confident they can be completed during the Great 
War’s centennial. If anything, her famous ancestor 
tips the scales in her favor. 

“That York stubbornness,” she says, laughing. “I’m 
hoping I have a little dose of it.” II 

Matt Grills is managing editor of The American 
Legion Magazine. 



Visit the Sgt. Alvin C. York State Historic Park's website 
and Facebook page: 

© tnstateparks.com/parks/about/sgt-alvin-c-york 
Q www. facebook. com/sgtalvincyorkstatepark 

Learn more about efforts to preserve and restore the 
original York Institute building: 

© sgtyork.org 

Q www.facebook.com/sgtyorkfoundation 



Deborah York preserves and promotes her 
great-grandfather's legacy through the Sergeant 

York Patriotic Foundation. Photo by Joe Buglewicz 
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Sandra Sinclair Pershing - the widow of 
Col. Jack Pershing, the general's grandson 
- is a special adviser to the U.S. World War 

One Centennial Commission. Photo cJjrtesy David Poe 


‘America needs to know’ 

The last Pershing wants a World War I memorial in Washington, D.C., 
that emphasizes the nation's shared sacrifice. 


BY MATT GRILLS 

A s the centennial of America’s entry into the 
Great War nears, consider Sandra Sinclair 
Pershing an ambassador of sorts for its 
star general. She never knew John “Black Jack” 
Pershing, but as the wife of his grandson, the late 
Col. John W. “Jack” Pershing, she has one of the 
most famous names in U.S. military history. 

The family’s story is one of glory and tragedy. In 
August 1915, months before his expedition into 
Mexico, Gen. Pershing lost his wife and three 
daughters in a fire at the Presidio in San Francisco. 
Ever the soldier, he swallowed his grief and went 
on to lead the American Expeditionary Forces to 
victory in World War I. He is the only American 
promoted in his lifetime to general of the armies. 

Pershing’s only surviving child, Francis, enlisted 
in the Army during World War II and later became 
a stockbroker. Francis, in turn, had two sons: Jack, 
who helped shape ROTC programs as special 
assistant to the Army chief of staff, and Richard, a 
second lieutenant in the 101st Airborne who was 
killed in action in Vietnam on Feb. 17, 1968. 


Sandra and Jack married in 1995, but just four 
years later he died of vascular disease. “We had 
some time together, but not enough,” she says. 

After a career in real estate, Sandra now 
volunteers with Phoenix House New York, which 
helps veterans struggling with PTSD and other 
issues. She is director emeritus of the Pershing 
Foundation, which provides support for Pershing 
Rifles, the oldest continuously operating U.S. 
collegiate organization dedicated to military drill. 

She also serves as a special adviser to the U.S. 
World War One Centennial Commission, which 
plans to build a memorial in the nation’s capital - 
something she thinks Pershing would appreciate. 
“He valued the service of all: African-Americans, 
women, countless immigrants who wore our 
country’s uniform, the volunteer ambulance 
drivers, the support staffs, the nurses,” she told the 
Chicago Tribune last year. “History required 
something from everyone.” 

She recently spoke with The American Legion 
Magazine about Pershing and the centennial. 
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What brought you and 
Jack together? 

I met Jack late in life. 

I was in my 50s and so 
was he. His cousin, Joy 
Ingham, who is a good 
friend of mine, insisted he 
come to New York and 
buy an apartment from 
me because I was a broker 
at Brown Harris Stevens. 

That’s how we got to 
know each other. We 
quickly realized we had 
many friends in common, 
we started going out for 
dinner, and that was it. 

We just got along well. 

I really didn’t know 
much about the Army at 
all, and I think that’s one 
of the things he liked 
about me. I thought it was 
great that he had just gone back to the Army War 
College and gotten his degree, and I loved meeting 
his friends. It was just a very interesting time 
because I had been in the regular world of New 
York, and he had been all over. 

What did Jack remember of his grandfather? 

He adored him. He used to go by train to visit 
the general at Walter Reed, because that’s where 
he had an apartment in his retirement. They used 
to play soldiers. Jack had an amazing collection. 
He would take some of his favorites and play 
soldiers with the general. Later he remembered 
that the general always let him win, which I think 
is kind of funny. 

He remembered the funeral. He said he’d never 
seen such crowds and that everybody was crying. 
That stuck in his mind - so many men with their 
handkerchiefs out of their pockets and ladies, too. 

How did he feel about being a Pershing? 

He had loved his grandfather and read a lot of 
the books that had been written, but he really 
didn’t like walking in his shadow. Jack had some 
ups and downs. He’d been on Wall Street after his 
brother was killed in Vietnam because his father 
needed him, and he really didn’t want to go to 
Wall Street. He wanted to make a career of the 
Army. So by the time he got to the War College it 
was late. He loved what he did afterward, in 
Washington, and was very happy with it, but he 


didn’t always want to talk 
about Pershing. I think 
that often happens when 
you’re in a famous family, 
unless you’re a publicity 
seeker. 

What qualities did the 
Pershing men share? 

They were all honest 
and straightforward, and 
had a sense of humor. 
They loved athletics - 
swimming, skiing, tennis, 
golf. They were involved 
in their communities. 

They were all very 
generous. The general 
didn’t really have much 
money because, as Jack 
used to say, they only get 
medals and ribbons. They 
don’t get cold cash. But he 
always gave of his time and would lend his name 
wherever he could. 

After the war, Pershing endorsed the creation 
of The American Legion. Why did he believe it 
to be important? 

He was always very concerned that veterans 
didn’t have enough public support or funding for 
their pensions - they were fine to go fight and be 
wounded, and then were kind of dumped. He used 
the Civil War as an example of just how terrible it 
was for the men when they returned and how it 
hadn’t gotten any better. He felt the Legion really 
did help former soldiers and gave them a place to 
go, a place to talk and a place to get medical 
advice. It even helped them financially if they 
needed something. It was like a special club for 
people who understood war and had given so 
much. I think he felt that what they did was such a 
great thing for their country. I don’t know if the 
country always appreciated everything they did, 
but we should have. 

You’re involved with the Pershing Project, 
a documentary film. What is it about? 

It’s for public schools, for students in eighth 
grade and up, so they will have some information 
about World War I. They know about World War 
II, but they don’t study World War I anymore. The 
film is about what happened leading up to and 
during the war, and about the expeditionary forces 



In a toast on the night of the armistice, Pershing said, 
"To the men. They were willing to pay the price." 

Wikimedia Commons 
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that saved France - and the world, really - from 
the Germans. It’s got cadets from Pershing Rifles in 
it. It also has blackjacks, who are the high school 
kids - young men and young women. It’s a nice 
story of knowledge and respect and learning about 
our relatives who fought. 

The film has some biography. It talks about how 
Pershing was a great influence on everyone who 
served under him, and how his name has kept its 
brilliance among people who are literate about 
history but has lost its way in this new world. 

They filmed in France and were supposed to go to 
Laclede, Mo., which was the general’s home as a 
boy, and the University of Nebraska, where he led 
an elite drill team. 

You’re also a big supporter of the proposed 
World War I memorial in Washington. 

I think America needs to know about all the 
regular people who served and were injured and 
died. So many of them went voluntarily, and it was 
such an act of kindness to go help the French and 
the Brits and the Belgians. Again, schoolchildren 
in America don’t know about World War I, and 
they’re the ones who need to know. It’s not my 
world anymore. If they don’t know what happened 
in Europe and in America as a result of our going 
over to help, they can’t understand everything else 
that’s going wrong now. 

In fact, a lot of my friends don’t know there’s no 
World War I memorial in Washington. They say, 
“Sandy, of course there’s one.” And I say, “No. 
There are individual monuments, but there’s not a 
memorial. It got lost between the Depression and 
World War II.” It’s time we had one. And since we 
have Pershing Park, which is a perfect location 
these days because people can walk to the White 
House or any other place, let’s use it to thank 
everybody who served. 

The memorial will keep an existing statue of 
Pershing while adding more sculptures and 
green space. Do you like that concept? 

The general wouldn’t want to be there alone. He 
loved his troops. He especially loved the black 
soldiers, the Buffalo soldiers. They were his 
favorites. We’re going to see them honored. The 
young designer who created this vision for the 
park, Joseph Weisharr, is going to have a bas-relief 
wall that will try to depict every type of person 
who was involved in the war - even mules and 
horses, because they were still used a lot. People 
will be able to walk around and look at the wall, 
or just sit and have a picnic, enjoying themselves. 



John Monahan of Essex, 
Conn., has been appointed to 
serve as The American 
Legion's representative on the 
U.S. World War One Centennial 
Commission. A 20-year Army 
veteran, he is commander of 
LaPlace-Champlin American 
Legion Post 18 in Essex and a 
member of the National 
Finance Commission. 


As an adviser to the U.S. World War One 
Centennial Commission, what is your role? 

I’m doing exactly what I’m comfortable doing, 
which is to meet people and tell them what I feel 
- that we really need to honor all of those who 
haven’t really been mentioned. People talk about 
the gassings and the trenches and the horrible 
parts of the war, but not about the fact that a lot of 
immigrants came here and then turned around 
and volunteered to go to France. There was such 
dedication. And America was pulled together 
emotionally more than it is now. We’re separated 
by a lot of things that really shouldn’t separate us. 
We need to be cohesive. 

How has the centennial helped you connect, 
or reconnect, with Pershing’s legacy? 

I’m so interested in him now because I didn’t 
know much before. In this quest to make people 
aware of the soldiers and officers and others who 
served in World War I - there were millions - I’ve 
learned so much about the man. I respect him. 

The Presidio fire affected Pershing tremendously. 
He had married late, and having a family was very 
important to him. I think he threw himself into his 
soldier life to try to forget what had happened, and 
Teddy Roosevelt and others thought he was so 
good they just pushed him to the head of the line, 
which made a lot of people unhappy. But he took it 
very seriously and thought he could help save 
Europe. It’s just too bad I wasn’t alive to meet him. 
He must have been terrific. II 

Matt Grills is managing editor of The American 
Legion Magazine. 

Learn how to support the National World War I 
Memorial at Pershing Park: 

© www.ww1cc.org/memorial 

Read more about the Pershing Project online: 

© www.thepershingproject.com 
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National Poppy Week 


In May, The American Legion will launch National Poppy 
Week as a way to honor fallen U.S. servicemembers, from 
the battlefields of France a century ago to today’s global war 
on terrorism. 

After World War I, the poppy flourished in Europe and 
quickly became a symbol of the sacrifices made by 
servicemembers around the world, including Americans. 
Returning soldiers brought home the flowers in memory of a 
barren landscape transformed by the sudden growth of wild 
red poppies - unforgettably described in a memorial poem 
by Canadian Lt. Col. John McCrae: 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep , though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 

American Legion National Commander Charles E. 

Schmidt encourages all Americans to wear or display 
poppies throughout National Poppy Week - which kicks off 
with National Poppy Day on May 22 - “in memory of the 
fallen and for the future of the living.” 

“Memorial Day is a sacred holiday in the United States,” 
Schmidt said. “It is a time when we pause, reflect and honor 
those who have died keeping America and democracy safe. 

I can think of no better way for Americans to honor those 
who made their freedoms possible.” 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

National Poppy Day, which occurs the 
Monday before Memorial Day, is May 22 this 
year. It signifies the start of National Poppy 
Week, which runs through Sunday, May 28. 

THE HISTORY 

From the beginning, the poppy has been the 
official flower of The American Legion, which 
has worked alongside the American Legion 
Auxiliary to distribute paper poppies and 
collect donations around Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day. All donations are used for 
Legion programs that provide lifelong 
support of the armed services community - 
servicemembers, veterans and their families. 

THE FOUNDING SPONSOR 

The Boeing Company is the founding 
sponsor of National Poppy Day with a major 
donation to The American Legion. "We thank 
Boeing for its heartfelt support in this 
initiative," Schmidt said. 

Learn more about National Poppy Day online: 

© www.legion.org/poppyday 
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PLEASE ORDER PROMPTLY SEND NO MONEY NOW 


_ THE _ 

BRADFORD EXCHANGE 


9307 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

YES. Please accept my order for the All-New U.S. $2 Yellowstone 
National Park Bill for me as described in this announcement. 

Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 


Signature 


Name (Please Print Clearly) 


Address 


Email (optional) 


**Plus $4.95 shipping and service. Please allow 4-8 weeks tor shipment. Sale^ubjec^^^mduc^vaMabMrty 
and order acceptance. By accepting this reservation you will be enrolled in The All-New U.S. $2 National Parks 
Bills Collection, with the opportunity—never the obligation—to acquire additional $2 Bills at the regular price. 
You’ll also receive a deluxe wooden display—FREE! 


Obverse unites President Thomas Jefferson’s classic portrait with 
vivid, custom artwork of America’s first National Park, Yellowstone 

Traditional reverse depicts the presentation of the Declaration of Independence to Congress 
Your $2 Bill is offered in crisp, Uncirculated Condition and preserved in a crystal-clear, sealed holder 


Rarely circulated, $2 Bills are scarce collector favorites. In fact, they make 
up fewer than 1% of all currency produced today. Now you can own a new 
kind of $2 treasure: The All-New U.S. $2 Yellowstone National Park Bill 
enhanced by The Bradford Exchange Mint. Custom, full-color artwork from 
The Bradford Exchange Mint brings the grandeur of America's magnificent 
Yellowstone National Park to life upon a real — and rare — $2 Bill. 


Order your All-New U.S. $2 Yellowstone National Park Bill now at the 
$24.95* issue price, backed by our unmatched 565-day guarantee. You need 
send no money now and you will be billed with shipment. Your crisp $2 Bill 
arrives in a crystal-clear, tamper-proof holder to protect it for years to come. 
With your purchase you will be enrolled in The All-New U.S. $2 National 
Parks Bills , giving you the opportunity — but never the obligation — to 
acquire additional $2 Bills honoring our National Parks. You’ll also get a 
deluxe wooden display — FREE! Don’t risk missing out. Return the coupon today! 


The Bradford Exchange Mint is not affiliated with the U.S. Government or U.S. Department of the Treasury 


©2017 BGE 17-00184-001-BDR 






















In this ongoing series, 
readers look back on the good, 
bad and humorous 
experiences of their initiations 
into the military. The American 
Legion Magazine is publishing 
selected submissions in print 
and online. Go to www. 
legiontown.org and click on 
"Share Your Story," or mail your 
submission to Basic Training 
Memories, c/o The American 
Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 
Photos are encouraged. 


BASIC TRAINING 

When Congress finally allowed women with one dependent 
to enter the military service, I was right there at the doorstep 
of our Air Force recruiter. I always wanted to enter the Air 
Force and become a pilot. 

Going through basic training was a totally new experience. 

I must have been the oldest of all the other women - bunking 
together and with no air conditioning, getting up early, 
marching, pushups and everything else that went with it. 

At one point I was elected squadron leader, and even 
received permission from the base commander to give 
commands to my squad in German. Of course, I had to tell 
them what I was saying. They all thought it was neat, 
especially marching along and passing other recruits. We got 


the oddest looks. Sure, it was extra work, but it was fun and 
we respected each other. 

I made many friends, even after graduating with my flight. 

I tried to go into Foreign Services, but was denied due to 
having relatives living in East Germany. I decided to become a 
pilot, which was another obstacle with men, but I showed 
them that I'm just as good as they are. 

I flew different planes. My last was an old DC-6. My late 
husband and I owned a Navion, in which he later died flying 
stunts over our ranch. He was a retired lieutenant colonel. He 
used to fly various military planes; his latest was the KC-135. 

I sure miss flying a lot. 

- Elga Ray, Topeka, Kan. 


THE SQUIRREL OF PARRIS ISLAND 

In August 1966,1 was in Platoon 3082 at Parris Island, S.C. 

My mother sent me a five-pound bag of pistachios. My 
drill instructor called me up front and center. I got to his 
desk and yelled, "Sir, Pvt. Beauchesne reporting, sir!" 

He showed me the bag of nuts, opened it, reached in 
and took out about five. 

"Put out your right hand, palm up," he said. 

I did, and he put them in my hand. 

"Every night after chow you will report to my desk and 
say, 'Sir, Pvt. Beauchesne the squirrel is here for his ration 
of nuts/" he said. Then I would put my hand out, he would 
put five or so nuts in my hand, and I would salute and 
return to my bunk. 

I did that for about a week, and then the drill 

structor told me to pass out nuts to 
the other men in the squad bay until 
they were gone. I still cannot look at a 
pistachio without thinking about it. 

That night I wrote my mother and 
told her to not send me anything 
until I was out of boot camp. 

- Richard Beauchesne, Dracut, Mass. 


ANEW LIFE 

I grew up in orphanages and foster homes in the 1930s and 
1940s. It was abusive, and I kept trying to escape, only to be 
brought back over and over. 

In the early 1950s, I made it good, and while living with a 
foster family I met and befriended a Navy recruit. 

I am now 80 and will never forget that the first day of my 
life began on March 9,1955, when I enlisted in the Army and 
began basic training. I was shocked to find out I would get $54 
a month all for myself. I was taught and actually enjoyed 
various military training and physical activities. I was amazed 
that I had my own bed and food. It seemed like heaven to me 
at the time, regardless of how tough it might have been. I had 
everything I always wanted. I was on my own. I had my own 
clothes, food, housing and pay. I could do as I wanted on my 
own time. I also made good friends. All I can say is that basic 
training was the best decision I made when my Navy friend 
told me I should join. 

I stayed in the service for more than 20 years and retired. 

I'm still getting paid. Basic was great, and I recommend it to 
any young person who wants to make something of his or her 
life these days. 

- Fred Royall, Port Charlotte, Fla. 
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Many Believe In 

The Power Of Copper & Magnets! 


Miracle Magnetic Bracelets 

Many Believe In The Power Of Copper & Magnets 
To Help Ease Aches & Pain Naturally! 

Magnetic Therapy Has Been 
Trusted For Centuries To Help: 

• Improve Circulation 

• Relieve Fatigue 

• Reduce Joint Aches 



Connect With D Tea ITI P TOCl U CtS. CO ITI 

IXI ESI ■ J © Kfl website offers 
“ “o" pinfest TX may vary 


1 - 800 - 530-2689 

Order Now Toll-Free 


Receive A Free Surprise Gift 
with every order 


OUR LOWEST PRICE EVER! 

For centuries, men and women 
have turned to the power of natural 
healing to improve their health and 
relieve their aches and pains. Now 
you can, too - at 62% OFF SAVINGS! 
Both MAGNETIC BRACELETS have 
a powerful 1,600-gauss magnet 
embedded in the underside of each 
link for 360° coverage. Men’s & 
Ladies’ both approximately 8"L. 
Copper, Silver or Gold tone finish over 
metal alloy. SAVE 62% on 
each when you order now. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 


Miracle MAGNETIC BRACELETS 


COPPER 

SILVER 

GOLD 

#456 

Ladies’ 







#457 

Men’s 




Miracle Magnetic Bracelets @ $6.49 each 

$ 

CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax 

$ 

Add $3.95 Regular Shipping & Handling 
(No matter how many you order) 

$ 3.95 

1 - 1 . FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 

1 V Add An Additional $2.95 

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) 

$ 2.95 

Indicate QTY Under Finish TOTAL 

$ 


□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS SM Cards 
Card# 


Dept. 73953 


Exp. Date 


/ 


Name 



Address 



City 

ST 

Zip 

Daytime Phone # 







Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 































































RAPID FIRE 


PERSONAL FINANCE 


nlk 

USAA® 


Mom and Dad, did you cover everything? 



It's the American coming-of-age:. 
After high school graduation, proud 
parents send their kids off to college, 
the service or out into the working 
world, with one simple instruction: Go 
figure it out. 

"Johnny, Jane - it's time to think 
about your values, your beliefs, your 
work ethic. Now you can explore life's 
most important truths." Not! 

Good parents just don't do that. We spend years nurturing 
and preparing our children, cultivating the qualities they will 
need to be successful, productive, happy human beings. 

Too often, though, we forget about preparing them in a 
crucial area that will have lifelong effects: personal finance. 
How much time do we spend teaching kids about money and 
how to use it wisely? Do we think they'll just figure it out once 
they leave home? 

A reader recently shared her success story. She focused on 
teaching her son about finances, helping him learn about 
making smart choices. Now, years later, he has a beautiful 
home, no credit card debt, robust TSP accounts and a solid 
financial foundation. Their good position didn't come by 
accident; it came from sound financial training that began 
during childhood and has continued over the years. 

Here are five lesson plans I hope you'll consider building 
into your effort to help equip your kids with the financial 
tools they'll need to be successful: 

■ Differentiate needs from wants. Understanding the 
difference - and knowing to satisfy the former before the 
latter - will prove essential in day-to-day financial decisions. 

■ Avoid falling victim to peer pressure. You've certainly hit 
on this as it relates to other areas of your kids' lives - drugs. 


alcohol and the like - but there's also a money slant to it. 
Whether it's buying the latest gadgets, a slick vehicle or 
trendy fashions, kids shouldn't blindly follow the herd into 
financial problems. 

■ Capitalize on the power of time. Time and compound 
returns are your child's best financial friends. Matching what 
they save, setting up a Roth IRA with their part-time 
employment income and sharing your own experiences with 
long-term investing can drive home this message. 

■ Make saving and investing a priority. There's not a right 
or wrong here, but there's probably a place for both in their 
financial lives. It's important to both create savings for 
short-term goals and emergencies and invest money for 
longer-term plans like retirement - and here's the kicker: not 
only with what's left over at the end of the month. 

■ Understand the rules of the credit game. Credit can be a 
useful financial tool and a dangerous temptation. How our 
kids manage it can affect them in a lot of different areas. 
Getting a job, renting or buying a house, insuring a car, 
receiving government security clearance or being approved 
for a competitive loan are all examples of where effectively 
managing credit can yield positive results. 

Outfit your kids with the tools they need to succeed. And 
remember, the parenting doesn't stop after their initial 
venture into adulthood. It's a lifelong endeavor. The good 
news: if your kids are like mine, the older they get, the more 
receptive they become. 

J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The 
American Legion's preferred provider of financial services. 
Submit questions for him online. 

^ www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 



EDUCATION 

Legacy Scholarship deadline is April 20 

The deadline to apply for the 2017 American Legion 
Legacy Scholarship is April 20. The scholarship is available for 
children whose parents lost their lives while honorably 
serving on active duty on or after 9/11, as well as - new this 
year - for children of post-9/11 veterans with a VA disability 
rating of 50 percent or higher. 

The renewable scholarship awards up to $20,000 for the 
expense of graduate or postgraduate tuition, books, room 
and board, meal plans, transportation and other supplies. 

The grant amount each scholarship recipient will receive is 
based on his or her financial need after all federal and state 
aid is exhausted. Recipients have a year to use the grant and 
may reapply for the scholarship up to six times. 

© www.legion.org/scholarships/legacy 
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“My friends all hate their ^ 
cell phones... I love mine!” 


Here’s why. ^ 

Say good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones. Say hello to the Jitterbug Flip. 



C o \ 
% ° 
% 
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“Cell phones have gotten so small, 

I can barely dial mine." Not the 

Jitterbug® Flip. It features a large 
keypad for easier dialing. It even has a 
larger display and a powerful, hearing 
aid-compatible speaker, so it’s easy to 
see and conversations are clear. 

“I had to get my son to program it.” 

Your Jitterbug Flip set-up process is 
simple. We’ll even program it with your 
favorite numbers. 

“What if I don*t remember a 
number?” Friendly, helpful Personal 
Operators are available 24 hours a day 
and will even greet you by name when 
you call. 



^ Monthly Plan 

$l4.99/mo* 

$19.99/mo* ^ 

Monthly Minutes 

200 

600 

Operator Assistance 

24/7 

24/7 

Long Distance Calls 

No add’l charge 

No add’l charge 

Voice Dial 

FREE 

FREE 

Nationwide Coverage 

YES 

YES 

^ Friendly Return Policy 1 

30 days 

30 days ^ 




SpV-T * 


“Vd like a cell phone to use in an 
emergency.” Now you can turn your 
phone into a personal safety device when 
you select a Health & Safety Package. With 
5Star® Service, in any uncertain or unsafe 
situation, simply press the 5Star button to 
speak immediately with a highly-trained Urgent 
Response Agent who will confirm your location, 
evaluate your situation and get you the help you 
need, 24/7. 




Health & Safety Packages available as low as $ 19.99/month*. 

More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

“My cell phone company wants to lock me in a 
two-year contract!” Not with the Jitterbug Flip. 

There are no contracts to sign and no cancellation fees. 

“Many phones have features that are rarely 
needed and hard to use!” The Jitterbug Flip contains 

L—i- 1 — easy-to-use features that are 

meaningful to you. A built-in camera 
makes it easy and fun for you to 
capture and share your favorite 
memories. And a flashlight with a 
built-in magnifier helps you see in 
dimly lit areas, the Jitterbug Flip has 
all the features you need. 


\\ \ 

\ * * bug 

A * 


Available in 
Red and Graphite. 


Enough talk. Isn’t it time you found 
out more about the cell phone 
that’s changing all the rules? Call 
now, Jitterbug product experts are 
standing by. 


Order now and receive a 

FREE Car Charger - a $25 value 
for your Jitterbug Flip. Call now! 



Call toll-free to get your 

Jitterbug Flip Cell Phone 

Please mention promotional code 105476. 

I -888-774-3498 

www.JitterbugDirect.com 


We proudly accept the following credit cards: 



IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall. Plans and Services require purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time setup fee 
of $35. ^Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are subject to change. Coverage is not available everywhere. 5Star or 9-1 -1 calls can only be made when cellular service 
is available. 5Star Service will be able to track an approximate location when your device is turned on, but we cannot guarantee an exact location. 'We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone and 
the activation fee (or setup fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have 
more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 minutes. You will be charged a $10 restocking fee. The shipping charges are not 
refundable. There are no additional fees to call GreatCall’s U.S.-based customer service. However, for calls to a GreatCall Operator in which a service is completed, you will be charged 99 cents per call, and 
minutes will be deducted from your monthly rate plan balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Operator. Jitterbug, GreatCall, and 5Star are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. 
©2017 GreatCall, Inc. ©2017 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 
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CENTENNIAL 


Photo courtesy Bernie Kofoet 


Post 68, 

Merchantville, N.J. 


Unlike many posts, Frederick W. Grigg 
Post 68 has a clear picture of its earliest 
days, in the form of a book of meeting 
minutes that starts Aug. 11,1919 - two days 
before the post's temporary charter date. 

According to Bernie Kofoet, post 
historian, the minutes include the first 
organizational meeting, where Grigg's 
name was chosen from a list of three local 
residents who died during World War I. 

Kofoet says that "the minutes of the 
final entry on Feb. 23,1922, end abruptly 
in mid-sentence." But the meeting 
continued, and so did the post. 


SHARE YOUR POST'S LEGACY 

Upload stories, photos and videos of 
your post's history on the Legion's 
Centennial Celebration website. 


© www.legion.org/centennial 




with the 
Stainless Steel 

BurnCage% 


PERFECT FOR: 

• Sensitive financial documents 

• All burnable household waste* 

• Old leaves and branches 


No more UNSAFE and UNSIGHTLY rusty barrel! 


Call for FREE Information Kit 
and Factory-Direct Coupon! 


TOLL-FREE 


800 - 795-2651 

BurnCage.com 


STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION 

is lightweight, durable, and portable 
(it folds for easy storage). 

PERFORATED LID and sidewalls maximize 
airflow and trap embers. 

1600° TEMPERATURES 
mean more thorough 
burning with less ash. 


* Always check local 
ordinances before burning. 


SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

My hero, our story 


The American 
Legion is 

encouraging Sons 
of The American 
Legion members to 
share stories of 
their family 
connections by 
going to www. 
legiontown.org 
and clicking on "My 
Hero, Our Story." 

Entries will be published at www. 
legion.org/sons and considered for 
publication in The American Legion 
Magazine. 

My dad went into the Army during 
World War II, ended up at Fort Bragg 
in 1943, then went off to Europe. 

After his service he was discharged 
from the Army. He met my mom and 
they married in 1947 in Cameron, 

W.Va. As Korea started to get hot, my 
dad re-enlisted and was off over 
there. Meanwhile, my mom enlisted in 
the Women's Army Corps and served 
during the war, and then was 
honorably discharged. My dad stayed 
in and was shipped to Germany 
during the Cold War. 

During one of his tours in Germany, 
they found me. I was adopted out of a 
German orphanage and came to the 


United States in 
1959, and my dad 
was stationed at 
Fort Ord in 
California. 

Both my parents 
became active in 
The American 
Legion and helped 
charter the Sons of 
The American 
Legion squadron at 
Post 593 in Prunedale, Calif. My mom 
was the most active in the Legion, 
working her way up through the 
offices at the post and district levels, 
because my dad was still in the Army. 
He did a tour of duty in Vietnam in 
1965. After he retired in 1969, we 
settled in Kansas, where I live today. 

Both of my parents are gone now, 
but I try my best to continue the 
tradition and to honor them with my 
SAL membership. I'm an active 
member of Squadron 180 in Great 
Bend, Kan., as well as the district 
commander and one of two masters- 
at-arms for the Detachment of Kansas. 

I owe my service to our nation's 
veterans to the way I was raised. There 
isn't much I wouldn't do to help 
others whenever possible. 

Thanks, Mom and Dad! 

- Terry Harris, Lamed, Kan. 



EDUCATION 


National Call to Service 


Q: lam currently serving in the Army Reserve and qualify for 
Chapter 1606, Montgomery Gl Bill-Selected Reserve. I have 
heard of a program that may help pay my student loans , the 
National Call to Service. How do I qualify for this program? 

Al The National Call to Service offers many benefits, such 
as repayment of student loans up to $18,000, a cash bonus 
of $5,000, or entitlement to an allowance equal to the 
three-year monthly Montgomery Gl Bill-Active Duty rate 
for 12 months. To qualify, there is a three-tiered service 
requirement: after completion of initial entry training you must serve in a 
military occupational specialty, you must serve an additional period of active 
duty, and the remaining period of obligated service must be served in on 
active duty, in the Selected Reserve or in AmeriCorps. This is a Department of 
Defense program administered by VA. 


MY Gl BILL 

fTI 
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VETERANS & EDUCATION 

BY VALERIE HEFFNER 


Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member of American Legion Post 27 
in Arizona, askvalerie@legion.org 































ADVERTISEMENT 

Stem Cell Therapy and Willie Nelson: 

Rebels by Their Own Rules 


I n the world of country music, 
few people march to the beat or 
their own drum - or better yet, 
guitar - quite like Willie Nelson. 

Nelson, 82, has been active 
in the country music scene since 
the mid 1950s and continues to 
tour. In the 1970s, country music 
was confined to a set of stan¬ 
dards known as the Nashville 
Sound, which featured clean-cut 
and formulaic stylings. Nelson, 
and other country artists, ush¬ 
ered in a new wave of country 
music known as Outlaw Country, 
which didn’t play by the rules. 

That mentality led him to 
not being afraid to go against 
traditional standards inside and 
outside the recording studio. 

In November, Nelson said in 
an interview with The Washing¬ 
ton Post that he had undergone 
a stem cell therapy treatment to 
help his emphysema and pneu¬ 
monia, brought on by years of 
cigarette smoking. 

Stem cell therapy has been 
a popular topic in the medi¬ 
cal field as people with chronic 
lung disease look for alternative 
treatment options. One of the 
companies emerging as a lead¬ 
er in the industry is the Lung 
Institute (LungJnstitute.com,), 
which operates stem cell ther¬ 
apy clinics in Dallas; Pittsburgh; 
Tampa, Fla.; Nashville, Tenn. 
and Scottsdale, Ariz. 


The Lung Institute uses 
adult autologous stem cells, or 
those extracted from the pa¬ 
tient’s own body via their blood 
or bone marrow. The stem cells 
are extracted from the patient, 
separated and returned intra¬ 
venously. The cells then travel 
through the heart and into the 
lungs where they are trapped in 
the pulmonary trap. Once in the 
trap, the stem cells may pro¬ 
mote healing. 

Since opening their first 
clinic in 2013, the Lung Insti¬ 
tute has treated more than 3000 
people with lung disease. A re¬ 
cent study produced by the clin¬ 
ic found that 83 percent of their 
patients saw an improvement in 
quality of life. 

One of those people is Rich¬ 
ard L., of Fort. McCoy, Fla., 
whose last name is abbreviat¬ 
ed for medical privacy. Richard 
visited the Lung Institute in 2015 
and noticed improvements with 
his chronic obstructive pulmo¬ 
nary disease (COPD) symptoms. 

“I couldn’t even go inside 
a store without using portable 
oxygen,” Richard said. “Now, 
half of the time I just leave it in 
the car.” 

When the traditional way of 
thinking is no longer working, 
it sometimes takes a rebel men¬ 
tality to shake up an industry 
for the better. 



Willie Nelson's rebel mentality led him 
to finding alternatives to traditional 
standards both inside the recording 
studio and for treating his lung disease. 


Stem Cells: 

The Next Big Thing 

Lung disease accounts for the loss 
of 150,000 lives every year and is 
the third leading cause of death in 
the United States. 

Specialists using stem cells from 
the patient's own body can offer 
treatment for people suffering 
from lung diseases like: 

■ COPD 

Emphysema 
Bronchiectasis 
H Pneumoconiosis 
I Chronic Bronchitis 
Pulmonary Fibrosis 
Interstitial Lung Disease 

With clinics located in Dallas, Texas; 
Scottsdale, Arizona; Nashville, Ten¬ 
nessee; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 
and Tampa, Florida, the physicians 
at the Lung Institute are able to treat 
patients from anywhere in the Unit¬ 
ed States and around the world. 

If you or a loved one suffers from 
a chronic lung disease, contact the 
Lung Institute to find out if stem 
cell treatments are right for you. 


Call (888) 246-2941 to find out if you qualify or visit Lunglnstitute.com/AL 


All claims made regarding the efficacy of Lung Institute's treatments as they pertain to pulmonary conditions are based solely on anecdotal support 
collected by Lung Institute. Individual conditions, treatment and outcomes may vary and are not necessarily indicative of future results. The treatments, 
claims, and other information contained in this advertisement have not been evaluated or approved by the FDA. Individuals are encouraged to speak 
with his or her primary physician for treatment suggestions and conclusive evidence. All information in this advertisement should be used for educa¬ 
tional and informational use only. 




RAPID FIRE 



An F-35C Lightning II attached to the Grim Reapers of Strike Fighter Squadron 41 
(VFA-41) taxis at Naval Air Station Fallon in Nevada. U.S. Navy photo 


DEFENSE 

F-35C training squadron ready 

The first F-35C Lightning II Joint Strike Fighters have arrived on the West 
Coast for training. As the U.S. Naval Institute reports, four F-35Cs have been 
deployed to Naval Air Station Lemoore in California to join Strike Fighter 
Squadron 125. The squadron was formerly an F/A-18 training squadron; the Navy 
reactivated it in January. 




» Chip big branches up to 5.75 
thick! 

»Self-feeding models available. 

No more force-feeding! 

» Powerful engines spin big 
fly-wheels (up to 62 lbs.), 
generating massive chipping 
force! 

* Models that shred yard and garden waste © 
as well as CHIP branches. < 


PRICES 

EVER! 


Starting 
at just 

$799" 

PTO 

MODELS TOO! 


...with the ALL-NEW 
DR® POWER GRADER! 


SAVES YOU MONEY —loosens and redis¬ 
tributes existing material, saving you from 
purchasing new gravel or stone. 

EASY TO USE —tows behind your ATV or 
riding mower, filling in potholes and ruts. 

PRECISE CONTROL of grading depth is 
adjustable from your driver’s seat. 


FREE SHIPPING 


6 MONTH TRIAL 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 
Call or go online for details. 


Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

800 - 795-2651 


TOLL 

FREE 


Starting 


$ 899 " 


DRpowergrader.com 


CAREERS 

Interview to win 

There's no 
doubt that 
interviewing 
can be stressful. 
Follow these 
strategies to 
take control of 
your interviews 
and be more 
confident. 
Strategy 1: Use the "bullet-point" 
mindset. To keep your answers 
organized and help your interviewer 
understand everything, answer each 
question with a general introduction 
("Yes, I have 10+ years' experience in 
resource management") and then 
highlight two to three key points that 
showcase your achievements. 
Strategy 2: You've already passed 
the first test. Take a deep breath and 
remind yourself that you've already 
passed the first test - generally a 
phone screening to determine if you 
have the right qualifications - or you 
wouldn't be there. Be confident, 
poised and ready to "close the deal." 
Strategy 3: Sell it, don't tell it. 
Interviews are the time to "sell" what 
you have accomplished. For example, 
"As company commander, I controlled 
an $18 million budget, managed 
100-plus soldiers, and achieved 100 
percent operational readiness." 
Strategy 4: Transition every 
negative to a positive. What do you 
do if your interviewer asks about your 
experience in supervision, but you 
don't have any? Never answer "no." 

Go with a positive: "My background 
includes experience coordinating 
workload distribution for 45 people 
and handling questions about job 
assignments and resources." Work to 
find some connection between your 
experience and the company's needs. 
Strategy 5: Take the initiative. Near 
the end of an interview, take control 
and ask for the job or, at the very 
least, what the next step in the hiring 
process is. Be proactive. 

Wendy Enelow is co-author of 
"Modernize Your Resume: Get Noticed ... 
Get FIired" and "Expert Resumes for 
Mili tary-to - Ci vilian Tran si tions." 














































ADVERTISEMENT 


AGING IS NATURAL . 
GIVING UP ON YOUR 
VIRILITY ISN'T! 

BRING BACK THE BEST YEARS OF YOUR LIFE 
... HERE'S HOW ONE MAN DID IT! 


Although this would otherwise be an embarrassing subject - I feel strongly about 
sharing my recent experience with others my age. Simply put, I’m 57 years old 
and even though I'm in good health overall my body just doesn’t respond like it 
used to Intimacy and virility have become an issue. 

Recently, I found myself struggling to “perform." I began losing my confidence and 
with it, my sense of “male prowess". I was feeling a great deal of pressure and 
embarrassment, my wife was beginning to think it was something she did or didn’t 
do - it wasn't, 

1 wasn't comfortable discussing my situation with anyone - not even my doctor - 
so in a desperate attempt to find some help, I privately did some research on the web. 

First, I found that many HEALTHY men experience a decrease in virility with age. 
i wasn’t alone! Good blood circulation is the key to maintaining virility, and there 
are a number of factors that can weaken it 

r Armed with this new information, I began to search through the many "male 
enhancement” products on the net. I found a pill and patch for everything and 
anything, but one product stood out among them - PROZEMAX is completely 
different — not a pill or a patch, this surprisingly effective topical formula is delivered 
directly to the “source"-where I needed it most. Best of all, PROZEMAX is recommended 
by a Leading Physical!, and you don’t need a prescription. I don’t need to swallow 
L a pill, prescription or not, or wear some kind of patch on my shoulder? 

After trying PROZEMAX just once, I could actually feel it working immediately, it 
felt incredible! I LITERALLY STARTED FEELING IT IN UNDER 60 SECONDS! 
What a difference! I couldn’t believe it - virility like I haven't felt in years! My 
driver’s license says I'm 57, but thanks to PROZEMAX, my wife says I’m 18 
again! It feels great! I now know it's normal to experience some problems with 
virility at my age, but PROZEMAX let me deal with it naturally. No pills - no 
patches - and even better - no embarrassing appointment with the doctor. 

Try PROZEMAX. You'll feel it working immediately, and get back to living your life! 

Jim S. 

Miami, FL 


P S. I m pretty sure you can still get a FREE MONTH SUPPLY of PROZEMAX 
with your order by calling 1 - 800 - 508-4861 , or by visiting their website 
wwwTRYPROZEMAXNOW.com. Oh, and even better, this product is backed by 
a 30-Day Money Back Guarantee! so can while supplies last - you (and your 
partner) will be glad you did! 


FREE MONTH SUPPLY 

WITH YOUR ORDER! 

CALL 1-800-508-4861 



« MY DRIVER’S LICENSE 
SAYS I’M 57, BUT MY WIFE 
SAYS I’M 18 AGAIN! 99 



RECOMMENDED BY A LEADING PHYSICIAN 

44 Reviewing the scientific data, I’ve found 
PROZEMAX’s unique topical formula and 
usage plan can truly generate a healthy 
impact on male arousal & performance. 99 


"Individual results may vary, These statements haw not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, Treat, cure or prevent any disease. The information featured above has been compiled 
from actual letters we've received from a few of our many satisfied customers. PQl l AM LEO-3 1 7 
















COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 

to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions. The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group's listing only once a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

12th TFW Assn (MacDill AFB, FL, Cam Ranh & 
Phu Cat AB) - 389th & 480th TFS (Da Nang), 
555th TFS (1964-1966), 12th FEW/SFW 
(Bergstrom AFB, TX & Korea) and Supporting 
Units, Tucson, AZ, 4/4-7, 2018, EJ. Sherwood, 

(480) 396-4681, ej12tfw@cox.net; 13th Bomb 
Sqdn Assn, Whiteman AFB, MO, 6/12-15, Charles 
Brown, (850) 218-4082, charley6272@yahoo.com; 
22nd Trp Carrier Sqdn / MAS (Tachikawa), 
Tacoma, WA, 6/6-8, Henry Trujillo, (719) 545-4156, 
alute@comcast.net; 51st Ftr Interceptor Wing 
Assn, St. Louis, 9/14-17, Jerry Zeilman, (314) 
550-6735, jzeilman@centurytel.net; 504th BG 
(Tinian, 1945), Colorado Springs, CO, 9/27-10/1, 
Frank Cacich, (612) 396-7949, frank.cacich@ 
frontiernet.net; 555th MILPHAP (Tan An, 
Vietnam, 1968,1969), Olathe, KS, Clyde Plumley, 
(864) 457-3639, hootowl1944@windstream.net; 
6994th Sec Sqdn & Dets, Dayton, OH, 8/17-19, 
Bob Hull, (740) 924-5261; AF OCS (1943-1963), 
Seattle, 10/5-9, Dave Mason, (757) 820-3740, 
blokemason@verizon.net; All C-123s in Vietnam 
& Southeast Asia, Omaha, NE, 8/14-18, Sue Rice, 
(417) 872-9750, ricepad13@gmail.com; F-111, Fort 
Worth, TX, 4/28-29, Monica Hess, (480) 677-1689, 
twgurl54@hotmail.com; Hoosier Hustler 
Homecoming - 305th, 43rd Bomb Wings, 
Grissom ARB, IN, 5/19-21, Tom Kelley, (765) 689- 
8011, tkelley225@aol.com; Red Horse Reunion, 
Wichita Falls, TX, 7/20-22, Joe Sandoval, (720) 
270-3911, sandovalresources@gmail.com 

_ARMY_ 

1st Mil Intel Bn (ARS), Vietnam, Chattanooga, 
TN, 6/1-3, Don Skinner, (503) 648-6059, donsk@ 
frontier.com; 12th MP Co (Guard) (Fort Riley, 
KS), Kansas City, MO, 9/22-24, Alan Schwantz, 

(507) 876-2253, alschwantz@hotmail.com; 19th 
Cbt Eng Bn Assn (Vietnam) & Attached Units, 
St. Roberts, MO, 9/7-9, Tom Ebrite, (765) 286-4906, 
s2snoopy@comcast.net; 117th AHC & Dets 
(Vietnam), Indianapolis, 6/14-17, Allen Bennett, 
(850) 834-3376, namvet42@hotmail.com; 46th 
Eng Bn, Frankfort, KY, 9/6-10, Vern Nelson, (715) 
886-3290, jvnels2@solarus.net; 70th En Bn Cbt, 
Reno, NV, 5/19-21, Roger Rock, (775) 623-1029, 
70engrs@gmail.com; 74th Co, Inf OCS (Fort 
Benning, GA, Aug 1967), Center Valley, PA, 

8/11, John "Muggs" McGeehan, (610) 422-6629, 
johnm@barkerpaving.com; 81st Trans Co & 

119th AHC (Camp Holloway, Pleiku, Vietnam), 
Branson, MO, 9/19-21, Spencer Gardner, (817) 
629-3155, spencerhgardner619@gmail.com; 84th 
& 62nd Eng (Korea), Branson, MO, 9/11-14, Carol 
Nelson, (401) 738-0693, cen21225@verizon.com; 
94th Inf Div Hist Society, St. Louis, 6/14-18, 

John Clyburn, (908) 781-1406,94thhistsociety@ 
comcast.net; 168th Eng Bn (Combat) (Vietnam), 
Omaha, NE, 6/1-3, Robert Ekdahl, (402) 496-0688, 
roe91239@gmail.com; 196th Light Inf Bde, 


Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices_ 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 

We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: "In 
Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 


Louisville, KY, 7/26-30, Warren Neill, (317) 984- 
3853, secretary196@196th.org; 589th Eng Bn 
(Vietnam), Branson, MO, 9/6-10, Bob Spencer, 
(701) 303-0282, bspencer@589thengineers.com; 
809th Eng Bn & 561st Co (Thailand), Cedar 
Rapids, IA, 9/28-10/1, Jerry Lauby, (920) 921-1880, 
jlauby@charter.net; Army OCS Alumni Assn, 
Columbus, GA, 5/7-11, Nancy lonoff, (813) 917- 
4309, ocsalumnireunion@gmail.com; C Co 3/12 
4th Inf Div (Vietnam, 1966-1967), Harrisburg, IL, 
9/8-10, Oliver Butler, (618) 499-1680, ombutler45@ 
gmail.com; Fort Monmouth Crypto Repair 
School, Springfield, MO, 6/12-15, George "Coup" 
Hurbanek, (330) 482-0604, hurbanekg@yahoo. 
com; Nat'l Counter Intel Corps Assn, South 
Padre Island, TX, 9/22-25, Jerry Burns, (423) 
791-3115, gbncica@gmail.com; Saumur Signal 
Depot, Santa Fe, NM, 6/4-7, Richard Miller, (949) 
770-2543, rkggmiller@hotmail.com; Society of 
the 1st Inf Div "Big Red One," Kansas City, MO, 
7/26-30, Jen Sanford, (215) 654-1969, sfidpa@ 
gmail.com; U.S. Army Medical Cmd Japan 
Assn, Seattle (Cruise), 9/10-17, Donald True, (253) 
376-9803, trueyama68@yahoo.com; Vietnam Air 
Defense Arty Veterans (VADAV), Quad Cities 
(Bettendorf & Davenport, IA and Moline & Rock 
Island, IL), 7/12-16, Dale Peters, (574) 686-2067; 
Vietnam Dusters, Quads, Searchlights, 

Vulcans and Hawks, Albuquerque, NM, 5/30-6/4, 
Bruce Geiger, (914) 576-1050, bmgeiger@aol.com 

_JOINT_ 

Inchon LPH/MCS 12, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/15-19, 
David Fix, (717) 203-4152, ussinchon@gmail.com; 
Ranger CV/CVA 61 (Crew, Sqdns, Mar Det & 
TADs), Warwick, Rl, 9/20-23, George Meoli, (203) 
453-4279, uss.ranger@yahoo.com 

_MARINES_ 

3rd Bn, 11th Mar (Btry Adjust), Las Vegas, 
9/20-24, Doug Miller, (402) 540-9431, dmiller48@ 
gmail.com; ANGLICO Marines (1949-2017), 

Camp Lejeune, NC, 11/8-12, Joe Luque, (661) 
725-3415, jlluque@sbcglobal.net; FLC FLSG 
A/B & All Sub Units, Monterey, CA, 10/29-11/1, 
Frank Miller, (775) 751-8076, familler56@yahoo. 
com; Fox Co 2nd Bn 9th Mar (Vietnam), Little 
Rock, AR, 4/27-29, Wally Nalepa, (708) 340-5372, 
wallynalepa@yahoo.com; Third Mar Div, 
Savannah, GA, 8/1-8, Don Gee, (215) 822-9094, 
gygee@aol.com; VMFA-115, Norfolk, VA, 9/7-10, 
Patti Kaas, (717) 422-6796, kaasfamily4@gmail. 
com; VMO-2 (Vietnam), Charleston, SC, 10/21-28, 
Ken Schweitzer, (610) 996-2584, k.schweitzer@ 
hotmail.com 


NAVY 

AE/AOE Sailors Assn -Akutan AE 13, Arctic 
AOE 8, Butte AE 27, Camden AOE 2, Chara 
AE 31, Detroit AOE 4, Diamondhead AE 19, 
Firedrake AE 14, Flint AE 32, Great Sitkin AE 17, 


memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 

IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa¬ 
tion on howto publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion¬ 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


Haleakala AE 25, Kilauea AE 26, Kitmai AE 16, 
Lassen AE 3, Mauna Kea AE 22, Mauna Loa AE 
8, Mazama AE 9, Mount Baker AE 4/34, Mount 
Hood AE 11/29, Mount Kiska AE 35, NitroAE 
2/23, Paricutin AE 18, Pyro AE 1/24, Rainier 
AE 5/AOE 7, Sacramento AOE 1, Sangay AE 10, 
Santa Barbara AE 28, Seattle AOE 3, Shasta AE 
6/33, Supply AOE 6, Suribachi AOE 21, Vesuvius 
AE 15, Virgo AE 30, Wrangell AE 12, San Diego, 
9/20-24, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961; Antietam 
CV/CVA/CVS 36 & CG 54, Mobile, AL, 9/20-23, 

L. Ray Young, (316) 680-0252, lyonel.young@ 
yahoo.com; Assn of Avn Ordnancemen, Reno, 
NV, 7/26-30, John J. LaMaitre, (619) 545-2585, 
aaosec@cox.net; Assn of Hospital Corpsmen, 
Norfolk, VA, 9/20-24, Chuck Kraut, (817) 229-5194, 
chuckkat@swbell.net; Aucilla AO 56, Melbourne, 
FL, 5/1-5, Anthony Flynn, (386) 671-1988, 
tyga11291@gmail.com; Beale, Cleveland, OH, 
9/22-25, Robert Hinkle, (330) 725-4932, gollp@ 
earthlink.net; Benjamin Franklin SSBN 640, 
Naples, FL, 11/1-5, Jim "Prince" Albert, (518) 
527-7279, captainjimalbert@gmail.com; Cabildo 
LSD 16, Rapid City, SD, 9/14-18, Dale Bittle, (417) 
581-1325, dbittle@centurytel.net; Charles P. 

Cecil DD/DDR 835, Rapid City, SD, 10/1-7, Greg 
Wells, (405) 365-1926, glw513@yahoo.com; Cook 
DE/FF 1083, San Diego, 5/5-7, Jerry Bellor, (734) 
775-0136, bellorjb@hotmail.com; Courtney DE 
1021, Albany, NY, 9/4-8, Marc Arsenault, (508) 
248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Dealey DE 1006, 
Albany, NY, 9/4-8, Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, 
marc-a@charter.net; Eldorado AGC 11, Houston, 
9/26-30, Sheri Kennedy, (713) 202-1965, kennedy@ 
gregg-gregg.com; Escort Carrier Sailors & 
Airmen Assn, San Antonio, 9/24-28, Sue Foley, 
(313) 758-9318, cfecaytour@aol.com; Eugene A. 
Greene DD/DDR 711, Charleston, SC, 9/18-22, 
Tom Weir, (864) 784-9655, weirtom@hotmail. 
com; Fred T. Berry DD/DDE 858, New London/ 
Mystic, CT, 10/5-8, John Titsworth, (203) 531- 
6618, skiptonit@aol.com; Furse DD/DDR 882, 
Herndon, VA, 10/12-16, Jim Stone, (352) 787-3185, 
jstone882@comcast.net; George Bancroft SSBN 
643, Charleston, SC, 9/14-17, Bill Badalucca, 

(828) 735-0831, billysubs@ssbn643.org; Gregory 
Miller, Philadelphia, 9/13-16, Gregory Miller, (814) 
695-3246, gmamflyer@verizon.net; Hammerberg 
DE 1015, Albany, NY, 9/4-8, Marc Arsenault, 

(508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Hampshire 
County 1ST 819, Evansville, IN, 7/6-9, Vernon 
Murrer, (513) 724-1373, vernon@theearth. 
net; Hartley DE 1029, Albany, NY, 9/4-8, Marc 
Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; 
Haynsworth DD 700, Scranton, PA, 10/4-8, James 
Horn, (717) 263-8090, haynsworth@comcast.net; 
Hoel DDG 13, San Diego, 10/6-9, Bob Harp, (310) 
782-2808, bbharp@sbcglobal.net; Holder, Fort 
Myers, CA, 9/27-10/1, Jim Debarrios, (831) 458- 
9062, jacobean@msn.com; Hornet CV 8 & CVA/ 
CVS 12, Kansas City, MO, 9/13-17, Sandy Burket, 
(814) 224-5063, hornetcva@aol.com; 

Huse DE 145, New Orleans, 10/15-18, David 
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Perlstein, (561) 368-7167, dbp14@hotmail.com; 
Jenkins DD/DDE 447, San Antonio, 5/3-7, Robert 
Roginsky, (440) 582-5856, bjski1@aol.com; John 
F. Kennedy CV/CVA 67, Norfolk, VA, 8/23-26, 

Bob Haner, (407) 682-2613, bobnghaner@yahoo. 
com; John King DDG 3, Fall River, NY, 9/11-15, 
Mathew Cummings, (917) 685-6804, mrgilholey@ 
msn.com; John Willis DE 1027, Albany, NY, 

9/4-8, Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@ 
charter.net; John R. Craig DD 885, Norfolk, VA, 
9/6-10, Jerry Chwalek, (734) 525-1469, jermail@ 
ameritech.net; John R. Pierce DD 753, Buffalo, 

NY, 10/2-6, Richard Brennan, (716) 568-9316, 
brennantv@yahoo.com; Joseph K. Taussig DE 
1030, Albany, NY, 9/4-8, Marc Arsenault, (508) 
248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Kaskaskia AO 27, 
Three Rivers, Ml, 9/27-10/1, Robert Crosbie, (268) 
244-5474, bcrosbie@voyager.net; Lester DE 1022, 
Albany, NY, 9/4-8, Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, 
marc-a@charter.net; Lyman K. Swenson DD 729, 
Las Vegas, 9/25-28, Daisy Emrich, coordinator@ 
dd729.com; Macon CA 132, Buffalo, NY, 5/15-19, 
Bill Hossler, (585) 746-2765, eisbaer@frontier.net; 
Maddox DD 622 & 731, Jacksonville, FL, 9/20-24, 
Dennis Stokhaug, (262) 679-9409, maddox64@ 
aol.com; Mansfield DD 728, New Orleans, 

8/23-27, Anthony Tabor, (504) 358-3072, reunion. 
dd728@gmail.com; MCB 5 Vietnam Vets, 
Branson, MO, 11/5-11, Linda Miers, (515) 229-1246, 
gmahusker@gmail.com; Meredith DD 890, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 10/4-8, Bill Bryant, 

(281) 316-0364, anahuac_bill@hotmail.com; 
Monongahela AO 178/42, Pittsburgh, 6/13-17, 
Scott Anderson, (757) 620-0833, 
monongahela_reunion@outlook.com; Oriskany 
CV/CVA 34, Columbus, OH, 9/24-28, Donovan 
Eskesen, (815) 355-5114, dece1968@yahoo. 
com; Rendova CVE 114, San Antonio, 9/24-28, 

Sue Foley, (313) 758-9318, cfecaytour@aol.com; 
Rushmore LSD 14 & 47, Corpus Christi, TX, 
9/20-24, Joe Zamora, (361) 992-5959, ias6000@ 
aol.com; RVAH-5, Pensacola, FL, 9/30, Joseph 
Alleman, (618) 567-3982, josephaalleman@gmail. 
com; SamuelB. Roberts DD 823, Newport, Rl, 
10/2-6, James Norton, (802) 893-8045, jijo1944@ 
comcast.net; Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, NY, 
9/27-30, Ed McCready, (804) 589-1170, emc0853@ 
yahoo.com; Seattle AOE 3, San Francisco, 8/9-13, 
David Holton, (704) 698-5948, davidholton@ 
gmail.com; Tallahatchie County LST 1154/AVB 
2, Evansville, IN, 8/16-20, Joe Cash, (812) 623-3451, 
jandjcash@etczone.com; Terrell County LST 
1157, Branson, MO, 9/13-17, Clovis Long, (417) 
438-3704, clovis43@hotmail.com; The Sullivans 
DD 537/DDG 68, Buffalo, NY, 9/20-24, Hal Burke, 


(708) 387-7779, sullydd-537@att.net; Thomas A. 
Edison SSBN/SSN 610, Groton, CT, 10/5-8, W.T. 
McCance, (860) 464-6758,11doc@comcast.net; 
Tigrone SS/SSR/AGSS 419, Mobile, AL, 9/28-10/1, 
John Murray, (757) 573-1695, jmurray@delreysys. 
com; Turner DD/DDR 834, Warwick, Rl, 9/25-29, 
Henry Turner, (914) 737-7389, turnerhr@optonline. 
com; Underhill DE 682, Annapolis, MD, 7/23-24, 
John Grandinetti, (917) 306-3584, grand33@ 
aol.com; VA-65, St. Louis, 9/6-10, Leonard 
Stone, (314) 541-5848, Ien.stone001@gmail. 
com; VA-106/VF-62 Gladiators, Hampton, VA, 
10/16-18, Bob McClean, (631) 766-6387, trekbob@ 
aol.com; VAH-21, Pensacola, FL, 9/12-16, Gerald 
Tripp, (951) 926-6047, trippg748@verizon.net; 

Van Voorhis DE 1028, Albany, NY, 9/4-8, Marc 
Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; 
VB-109/VPB-109, Pittsburgh, 10/5-7, Roy Balke, 
(814) 866-6683; Vreeland DE/FF 1068, Branson, 
MO, 4/26-29, 2018, Mark Smith, (817) 571-4858, 
mlsmith100000@aol.com; Wilhoite DE/DER 
397, Dayton, OH, 10/2-5, Elisabeth Kimball, (479) 
280-2776, sailingaway1987@gmail.com 

_LIFE MEMBERSHIPS_ 

Post 36, Puerto Rico: Ruben Ortiz 


IN SEARCH OF 


19th MP (Fort Carson, CO, 1962-1963), Marlin 
Flores, (318) 349-5167 colflores@aol.com 
74th FA Bn (Crailsheim, Germany, 1955- 
1957), William Hovey McClure, 864-457-2420, 
hoveymcclure@gmail.com 
275th Armd FA Bn B Btry (Battle of the Bulge, 
Dec 1944), William Pilati, (330) 868-5794 
801st Maint Bn 101st Abn Div (Camp Eagle, 

Mar 1969-Feb 1970), Robert "Moon" Muillins, 
(304) 732-7172 

1607th Comm & Electronics Sqdn All 
Shops (Dover AFB, 1961-1964), Joel Gray, 
1607thcomm.elect@gmail.com 
3345th USAF Hosp (Chanute AFB, 1954-1956), 
Frank Racine, 1015 Sturdivant Drive, Cary, NC 
27511, flracine@webtv.net 
AEW-13 (Argentia, Newfoundland, 1961-1962), 
Alan Stresemann, (218) 252-4998 
C Trp 3/5 Cav 9th Inf Div (Vietnam, 1965-1973), 
Al Cavasin, alcavasin@gmail.com 
Eng Bn (Fort Clayton, Panama Canal Zone, 
1960-1963), Steve Bohn, (516) 232-4325, 
captainvideo5757@gmail.com 
Mar Det, Bon Homme Richard CVA 31 (1967- 
1968), Larry Blevins, (404) 719-0374 
Naval Supply Det (Sand Ramp) (Chu Lai, 


Vietnam, 1968-1969), Gary Haney, (580) 332- 
9049, njhaney@cableone.net 
PC 1256 (Pacific, WWII), Jack Hottle, (434) 799- 
8284, jhot1@verizon.net 
Seaboard World Airlines Fit 253A (July 1, 
1968), Al Hunzicker, (916) 396-1899, alhun- 
zicker@yahoo.com 

Tank Co (90 mm Gun) 26th Inf Rgt 1st Inf Div 
(Bamberg, Germany, 1954-1956), Bob Butler, 
(860) 875-2836 

USAS Military Training Mission to Saudi 
Arabia (Riyadh, June 1963-June 1964), 

Warren Babcock, warrenvbabcock@yahoo.com 
YMS 382 (D-Day), Robert Cronin, 21 Beech St., 
South Hamilton, MA 01982, (978) 468-7784, 
eldthing@verizon .net 

YR 71 Casey (Da Nang to Mekong Delta, 1970- 
1971), Mike "Piezon" Cassesse, (203) 605-3307 


_TAPS_ 

Steven G. Dillman, Dept, of Colorado. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1998-1999, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. 

Vice Chmn. 1996-1998 and Nat'l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1995-1996. 

Elton Oltjenbruns, Dept, of Colorado. Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1988-1989. 

Robert W. Westphal, Dept, of Washington. 

Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1993-1995, Nat'l 
Homeland Sec. & Civil Preparedness Cmte. Nat'l 
Cmdr.'s Rep. 1993-1995, Nat'l Children & Youth 
Cmsn. Region 8 Vice Chmn. 2002-2003, 

Nat'l Children & Youth Cmsn. Region 8 Memb. 
2001-2002, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1995-2001, 
Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1995- 
1996, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. 
Memb. 2005-2007, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & 
Rehab. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1996-1999, 
Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Chmn. 1999-2001 and Nat'l Veterans 
Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Region 8 Memb. 2003- 
2005. 

Charles J. Zawacki, Dept, of Rhode Island. 

Dept. Cmdr. 1993-1994, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 1995-1997, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 2000-2012, Nat'l Children & Youth Cmsn. 
Region 1 Chmn. 1993-1994, Nat'l Children & 
Youth Cmsn. Region 1 Vice Chmn. 1992-1993, 
Natl Children & Youth Cmsn. Region 1 Memb. 
1991-1992, Nat'l Veterans Employment & 
Education Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1997- 
1999, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb 1997-1999, Nat'l 
Military Affairs Cmte. Memb. 1996-1997 and 
Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1995-1996. 


LEGION SHOPPER 


© 

MOTHER <£» 
NORMANDY , 



THE STORY OF SIMONE RENAUD 

"Mother of Normandy: The Story of Simone 
Renaud," can be ordered through American Legion 
Emblem Sales at www.emblem.legion.org or at 
^ www.motherofnormandy.com. Orders can also 
be placed by phone at (310) 497-8000. 

Hardcover copies are $35 each, softcover $25. 

DVDs are $20 each. Sales help benefit The American 
Legion's Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Fund. 



WIDESHOES.COM 


Hitchcock Shoes • Hingham, MA 02043 • dept. ALI704 


EEE-EEEEEE 
SIZES 5-20 


Free 

Catalog! 


800-992-WIDE 



www.martinsflag.com 


Call for our Free Catalog Today! 
ALL U.S. FLAGS ARE QUALITY MADE IN THE USA 


O.S, MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 


FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
M TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 | 

VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 

WEB SITE; www.MmtaryVetsPX.com 


• HAT PINS 

</> 

111 


MEDALS • 


• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 
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PARTING SHOTS 



When an employment application asks who is to be notified in case of 
emergency, I always write ; "A very good doctor." 

MY FRIEND thinks he is smart. He told me an 
onion is the only food that makes a person cry. So 
I threw a coconut at his face. 

THREE PEOPLE were sentenced to die at the 
guillotine. The first was a lawyer. He was led to 
the platform, blindfolded and had his head put on 
the block. The executioner pulled the lanyard, but 
nothing happened. To avoid a messy lawsuit, the 
authorities let the lawyer go free. 

The next was a priest. They put his blindfolded 
head on the block and the executioner pulled the 
lanyard, but the blade didn’t go down. They 
thought it must have been divine intervention, so 
they let the priest go. 

The last person was an engineer. He waived 
his right to a blindfold, so they led him to the 
guillotine and put his head on the block. As he lay 
there, he shouted, “Hey, wait! I think I see your 
problem!” 

I THOUGHT my neighbors were nice, generous 
people. Then they put a password on their Wi-Fi. 

A HUSBAND AND WIFE were driving through 
Louisiana. As they approached Natchitoches, they 
started arguing about the pronunciation of the 
city’s name. They bickered back and forth until 
they stopped for lunch. 

At the counter, the husband asked the cashier, 
“Could you settle an argument for us? Would you 
pronounce where we are very slowly?” 

She leaned forward and said, “Burr-gerr Kiiing.” 







MY FRIEND boasted that he had the body of a 
Greek god. I had to explain where Buddha actually 
comes from. 

A PICKPOCKET was in court for petty theft. The 
judge declared, “Sir, you are hereby fined $100.” 

The lawyer stood up and said, “Your honor, my 
client has only $75 on him at this time. If you’d 
allow him a few minutes in the crowd ....” 

“TWO STUDENTS in England were hospitalized 
after taking part in a caffeine research study where 
they were accidentally given the equivalent of 300 
cups of coffee. This accident resulted from putting 
a decimal point in the wrong place. And the lab 
technician responsible said, T’m sorry, I didn’t 
have my morning coffee.’” - James Corden 
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GOLD AMERICAN EAGLES 



CHECK 


G0I!D 


HONORING ALL WHO SERVED 




TA /ationwide Coin fk Bullion Reserve announces the final release of 2,500 congres- 
/ V sionally authorized, fully backed by the U.S. Government, completely free of dealer 
mark up, $5 Gold American Eagles at the incredible price of only $110.00 each. 

Hlf you had $25,000 in gold in 2001 at $290 per oz you would have over $100,000 at 
II today’s gold prices. Ordering now might be your last chance to own these magnificent 
government issued gold coins at this level. Due to an extremely limited supply we must 
adhere to a strict Emit of ten coins per household, per lifetime, no exceptions. 


it? THIS AT-C0ST PUBLIC OFFER WILL SEU OUT IMMEDIATELY 

Overage orders might be cancelled and your checks returned uncashed 

'k EXPERTS ARE NOW PREDICTING GOLD AT $5,000 AN OUNCE 

Your $25,000 could be worth $125,000 in the near future 

•fr PROTECT Y0DR WEALTH WITH GOLD AMERICAN EAGLES 

Gold American Eagles are fully backed by the U.S. Government 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR ORDERS OVER $50,000 


NATIONWIDE 

COIN & BULLION RESERVE 

MINIMUM ORDER 5 COINS 


IN GOD WE TRUST 


24 HOURS A DAY • 7 DAYS A WEEK 

1.877.817.1220 

KEY CODE: ALM-170326 


Prices subject to change due to fluctuations in gold market. Prices will remain at dealer cost. 


COINS ENLARGED TO SHOW DETAIL 


t* ** ** 





























‘istV/StHTSSSSK 

rugged casual pants 


uiziJfi . Extra Wide Belt Loops! ’ Made Tough & Built To 

Full 5 T H t I tnn linht... they’re just right! 


um; 


Not too heavy, not too light... they’re just right! Durable 
enough for the workshop, but polished enough or an,ght 
out with the missus. Classic 5-pocket styling with full 
elastic waist, post button, rivets & zip fly. ^ e ^ c ® nter 
belt loop makes sure your pants stay ,n P lace ’ n ° ™ 
what! Durable cotton/polyester canvas is machine care. 

Imported. 

Regular: 32-44 (even sizes) $19.99 
SAVE on 2 or more! $17.99 ea. 

Big Men: 46-56 (even sizes) $24.99 
SAVE on 2 or more! $22.99 ea. 

Inseams: XS(25-26) S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) 


Sturdy StitchM* 
Reinforced Seams. 


Green 


CANVAS zr~ 

CASUALS 17 


□ 


Mail payment to: I 


Rugged Belt 
Loops! 


■Card #_ 

|Mr. Mrs. Ms.. 
lAddress_ 


9 #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 I 

□Visa DMC DAmEx □ Discover® □ Check 
_Exp.:_/_ 


_Apt. #. 


[City & State. 
jPhone/Email_ 
1 1 enclose $_ 


. purchase price, and only shipping & handling for 


I my entire order. Please add applicable state & local sales tax for the 
following states: AZ, CO, FL, GA, MA, MN, NE, NJ, PA, Wl, & WV. 


Q] Check for Protection Plus! 
(X46) 

Expedites replacement of items lost 
in transit. Add $2.99 to protect your 
entire order. 


100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or 

I Full Refund of merchandise purchase price. 


© 7H7-07637 

06 


KHAK 


WHAT 

WAIST? 

WHAT 

INSEAM? 

HOW 

MANY? 














For Faster Service Call: 1-800-543-4810 or visit www.Haband.com/bestdeals 







































